St Paul's CE (VC) First School

Reviewed and updated

May 2026

At St Paul’s, our welcoming Christian community, accepts and enables all to
flourish to achieve their God-given potential. We develop independent and
resilient learners, who lovingly respect each other with care and kindness. All
are invited to make a difference in the world in which they live following in
the footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ.

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27
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Introduction

At St Paul's we are committed to providing all children with rich learning
opportunities fo engage in geography. Through a positive caring environment, we
provide the opportunity for every child to reach their full potential in the
subject. We embrace Christian values and encourage pupils in becoming
conscientious members of the community. This policy identifies a framework
within which all staff can work, and gives guidance on planning, teaching and
assessment.

Geography is an essential part of the National Curriculum and should be a high-
quality education which inspires pupils to have a curiosity about the world and
its people. Teaching geography should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse
places, people and environments including the natural and physical world. Pupils
should be given the opportunities to develop their geographical skills and
become competent learners.

Intent

Through teaching geography, it is our aim that pupils will be provided with a
broad and balanced curriculum that allows them to become motivated and
fascinated with the world and environment. Children will be encouraged to
develop a passion for the subject by engaging in exciting learning experiences
and creative lessons.

It is our aim for children to:
Gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world.
Have knowledge of other cultures and, in so doing, gain respect and
understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural
country.
Identify and make comparisons of the human and physical features of
locations around the world.
Develop geographical skills, including compass directions; how to use, draw
and interpret maps and to name and locate the world's countries,
continents and oceans.
Use fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their
surroundings and community.
To formulate appropriate questions and evaluate and analyse material to
inform opinions.
Know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and
global level.




Implementation

We follow the National Curriculum programme of study as the basis of all our
lessons and we ensure that these objectives are clearly set out in our planning.
We have created our own school long term plan for Geography which outlines
each term’'s theme/big question as a focus, the lesson objectives to be taught
within each term and a set order for them to be taught in, a knowledge and
skills progression table as well as vocabulary to be taught alongside each unit
Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills and
knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built into the scheme of
work, we offer them an increasing challenge as they move up the school.
Teachers then create a medium-term plan to break down each lesson further.
We ensure that previous learning is constantly revisited and built upon to create
the progression across the year groups and key stages. Teachers find their own
resources for lessons from a variety of sources as we are not bound fo any
single scheme.

Early Years - Nursery and Reception

Geography is taught in our Early Years unit as an integral part of the topic work
covered during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children's
work to the objectives set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory
framework which underpin the planning for children aged three to five.
Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing
a child's knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such as
finding out about different places and habitats and investigating our locality.
The specific ELGs that link to Geography are:

Understanding The World - People, Cultures and Communities:

e Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation,
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

e Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction
texts and - when appropriate - maps.

Understanding The World - The Natural World:

® Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing
pictures of animals and plants.




® Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around
them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and
what has been read in class.

® Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Key Stage 1 - Years 1 and 2

During Key Stage 1, pupils will investigate the following:

e Where do I live and where does it fit into the UK?
e  What would we see if we travelled around the UK and beyond?
e How would our lives be different if we lived in Australia?

Key Stage 2 - Years 3 and 4

During Key Stage 2, pupils will investigate ethe following:

What are volcanoes and earthquakes and how have they shaped our
world?

What will we see if we travel around the UK?

What are the physical and human features of Europe?

Our key questions have been designed to focus on the key National Curriculum
objectives that we want our children to be confident with when they leave each
key stage, therefore we aim to build on prior learning as children move through
the year groups.

Special Educational Needs Statement

The geography curriculum should fulfil the needs of all pupils. When planning
work for children with special educational needs, due regard is given o the
information and targets contained in the children's Individual Provision Maps.
We have high expectations of all of our children, and ensure that learners have
high expectations of themselves.

S.E.N.D.

Children whose needs are greater than the majority, will be able to access the
Geography National Curriculum through the use of differentiated tasks and




activities that will extend and challenge the least and most able, enabling them
to progress at the appropriate level for their ability.

Racial Equality & Equal Opportunities

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless
of their gender, race, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated
for the performance of all groups and individuals. St. Paul's First School is
committed to creating a positive climate that will enable everyone to work free
from racial intimidation and harassment and to achieve their full potential.

Learning Buddies

At St Paul's we have eight learning buddies which are child friendly characters
designed to encourage and aid children in their learning. Curious Colin Crocodile
is one of our learning buddies who will inspire the children to be curious in their
geography work when investigating and asking questions. Children who actively
use their curiosity to develop their geography skills are rewarded with Curious
Colin Crocodile stickers and certificates.

I.C.T

A range of I.C.T. is used within geography to enhance learning experiences.
Computers and iPad's will be used for photos, research and presenting work.

Impact

Teachers will assess children's work in geography by making assessments as they
observe them working during lessons. Children also complete end of topic
Cornerstones assessments. Teachers record the progress that children make by
assessing the children's work against the learning objectives from the national
curriculum. Teacher make termly assessment judgements on our online Insight
tracker.

Progress of pupils and quality of teaching will be monitored and reviewed
throughout each term through lesson observations, pupil voice, discussion with
staff and scrutiny of planning and children's work.

Work and individual achievement will be celebrated through positive feedback
and rewards in class and parents may be invited into school for topic workshops
to showcase the children's learning.




Role of the Subject Leader

The appointed subject leader is responsible for its intent, implementation and
impact. The role of the subject leader is to:

Ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this
policy

Provide a strategic lead and direction for Geography

Support and advise colleagues on issues related to the teaching and
learning of Geography

Monitor pupils’ progress in Geography ensuring that key knowledge is
evidenced in outcomes.

Provide efficient resource management for the subject.

Subject Leader Assessment and Monitoring

The subject leader works alongside senior leaders to monitor standards of
teaching and learning. A structured cycle of planning and work scrutiny,
observations, and pupil interviews will provide information to judge the
effectiveness of the subject as well as future development points.

Miss E Ball
Geography Subject Leader

Reviewed - 10/05/2026




