
 

St Paul’s First School         27th September 2024 

SCHOOL NEWS 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27 

ST PAUL’S VISION AND VALUES 

Community   Aspire    Respect    Endurance 

Which part of the vision do you think links to our values? 

At St Paul’s, our welcoming Christian community, accepts and enables all to flourish to 
achieve their God-given potential. We develop independent and resilient learners, who lovingly 
respect each other with care and kindness. All are invited to make a difference in the world 

in which they live following in the footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

Dear God 

May we always see the world through 
the eyes of the Good Samaritan and be 
filled with compassion.  

Amen 

This half term we are thinking about our whole 
school value—Respect and this week we have fo-
cussed on what it means to do unto others.    

We are also thinking about harvest and the im-
portance of giving thanks for the Earth’s gifts.  

 

This week has very much been about enrichment opportunities and our commitment to fostering a global 
perspective and celebrating diversity with our participation in the European Day of Languages and launching 
our new school vision.  

Thursday’s European Day of Languages  saw our pupils immersing themselves in the cultures of various Euro-
pean nations. Our Key Stage 2 children focused their attention on Norway, while Key Stage 1 explored Swe-
den, and our Early Years Foundation Stage delved into the Netherlands. The classrooms were abuzz with 
creativity as the children produced artwork including flags, sunflower paintings, artwork inspired by Hilda 
Kint and the mesmerising Northern Lights. The experience was further enhanced through food tasting ses-
sions, allowing our young learners to savour the flavours of these different countries. 

The culmination of this learning journey was a celebration in the school hall, where the children showcased 
their newfound knowledge through dances and songs as well as showing examples of their work. Thank you to 
all of our families who supported this day by sending their children to school dressed in the colours of their 
chosen countries. A special mention must be made of those parents who generously shared their personal 
knowledge and resources, thereby enriching our pupils' learning experience even more. 

In other significant news, this week marks a pivotal moment in our school's journey as we launch our new 
school vision. As you may recall, we undertook a review of our vision towards the end of the last academic 
year, actively seeking input from our entire school community. Following this collaborative process, we have 
adapted our Bible story focus to centre on the Good Samaritan, embracing the profound message encapsu-
lated in Luke 10:27: "Love your neighbour as yourself." 

Today, we have explored this new vision in depth. Our pupils engaged in thoughtful reflection on the Good 
Samaritan story, considering how its teachings align with and reinforce our school's vision and values. Mrs 
Pope has was very impressed by the interest and engagement shown during her introductory worship this 
morning and is looking forward to seeing all of the work produced by our children today. In the coming days, 
she will be putting up a display around the school to celebrate and share some of the work produced. 

We will endeavour to add some photos of both of these events to our school website over the coming days. 
Our new vision is displayed below along with how it links to our intrinsic values.  

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs Richards 



 

PUPIL AWARDS 

STAR OF THE WEEK 

Nursery—  

Reception – Joshua for making silly soup in the messy kitchen and writing a super recipe. 

Year 1 – Toby for being resilient in all of his learning. 

Year 2  - Faye for having a fantastic learning attitude and always trying her best. 

Year 3 – Imogen for her excellent understanding of the end of the Stone Age. 

Year 4 – Milo for sharing his knowledge of Europe with the class. 

WRITER OF THE WEEK 

Reception – Eboni for using Fred Fingers for spelling CVC words. 

Year 1 – Harper for creating a lovely riddle on toys from the past. 

Year 2  - Lydia for writing lovely compound sentences. 

Year 3 – Ranjeet for coming up with fantastic adjectives to describe Stig. 

Year 4 – Billy for writing a super fact file about Norway during European Languages Day. 

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK 

Reception – George for great problem solving. 

Year 1 – Morgan for recognising missing numbers and amazing counting back from 10. 

Year 2 - Aria for having a brilliant understanding of place value when comparing numbers. 

Year 3 – Rohan for persevering with place value. 

Year 4 – Charlotte for demonstrating a sound knowledge of rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Nursery— 68%     Reception—  92%  Year 1 – 91%     Year 2 - 90%    Year 3 - 90%    Year 4—97%  

We have had a number of bugs in school this week. Please let the school office know each morning that your child is off 
ill. A reminder that if your child is sick or has diarrhoea they need to remain off school for 48 hours from the last inci-
dence. If your child has chicken pox they need to remain off school until all the spots have scabbed over. Children are 
able to attend school with hand, foot and mouth but we do need to be informed. Children are able to come to school with 
coughs and colds if you feel they are well enough. Whilst we are not allowed to administer medicines such as calpol, if 
you feel your child is well enough to be in but needs a top up, you are able to come in to give it during their lunch time.  

SEPTEMBER COMPOSER OF THE MONTH — GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL 

We will be listening to the work of Handel each day in worship and would like to invite our pupils  to find out 
as much about him as possible.  We will share any information such as fact files on our board in the hall. 



 

EVENTS AND NOTICES 

Christmas Trees 

If anyone has an old Christmas tree that they no longer want then please could the School Association have 
it for their grotto. Any unwanted trees can be dropped off at the school office. Thank you in advance. 

Phonics Workshop 

Mrs Walsh, our EYFS and Phonics Leader, will be delivering a Phonics Workshop for parents and carers on 
Wednesday 23rd October immediately after the Reception Stay and Play session at 3pm. Attendance at 
this event is strongly encouraged because it will give parents a clear understanding of how we teach read-
ing/phonics here at St. Paul’s and how they can support at home too. 

Remembrance Poppies 

Please could children bring in plastic bottles to make poppies for remembrance day.  The British Legion have 
asked if we can make some for the gates of the Memorial Hall and we would like to do a display in school. 

Inhalers 

If your child uses an inhaler please make sure that they bring one in to be kept in their classroom. We have 
a number of children who have not brought one back in after the Summer holidays who we have asthma care 
plans for.  

Harvest Festival 

We will celebrating this year’s harvest on Friday 4th October with parents invited to join us at the follow-
ing times: 
9:15 am in school for Reception and Year 1 
11:00 am in school – Nursery activities in the classroom 
2:30 pm at Church for Years 2, 3 and 4 
This year, as in other years, any donations of non-perishable items will be gratefully received and passed on 
to those who are less fortunate than ourselves.  

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

We will holding our annual MacMillan coffee morning on Thursday 3rd October. The timings for this are fur-
ther down in the newsletter. We would welcome any donations of cakes which can be sent in from Monday 
30th September. Thank you in advance of your support.  

School Playground 

Please could children come off their bikes when on the school premises. Drop off and pick up times get very 
busy and this is to protect everyone from accidents. Can we also remind parents not to take photographs or 
videos whilst on the playground. 





OCTOBER 2024   

Thursday 3rd October MacMillan Coffee Morning 9:00 – 11:00 

See letter for year group times 

Thursday 3rd October Census Day – all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be provided with a portion of 

chips including those who bring in a packed lunch. 

Friday 4th October School Harvest – donations of non-perishable food items for the food bank 

Parents are invited into school at the following times: 

9:15 am in school for Reception and Year 1 

11:00 am in school – Nursery activities in the classroom 

2:30 pm at Church for Years 2, 3 and 4 

Thursday 10th October World Mental Health – Children to come to school in sports clothes including something yel-

low for a well-being off timetable day. 

Thursday 17th October School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments 

3:30 – 4:30pm for Nursery, Reception and Y1 

Friday 18th October School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments 

3:30 – 4:30pm for Years 2, 3 and 4 

Saturday 12th October 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Open Morning for new Nursery and Reception parents for September 2025 intake 

Wednesday 23rd October Nursery and Reception Play and Stay 

Nursery – 10:30pm to 11:30pm 

Reception 2:00pm to 3:00pm 

Phonics Workshop for Reception parents 3:00pm to 3:25pm 

Thursday 24th October Last day of term 

Friday 25th October INSET – School closed to pupils 

Monday 28th to Friday 1st 

November 

Half Term Holiday 

NOVEMBER 2024   

Monday 4th November School reopens for pupils 

Tuesday 5th November Parents’ Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 6th November Parents’ Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

  

Friday 8th November SA Coffee Morning  and Reading Café.  Please come along and meet members of the School 

Association and share a book with your child. Timings TBC 

Sunday 10th November Remembrance Sunday – church service at 9:30 am / Memorial Hall at 11:00 am 

  

Friday 15th November Children in Need –  £1 donation for charity 

Children to wear something spotty 

Friday 22nd November Non-uniform day – donations of bottles or chocolate or sweets for the Christmas Fair 

Friday 29th November Non-uniform day – donations of cakes for the Christmas Fair 

Friday 29th November Christmas Fair – 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

 

Diary Dates 



DECEMBER 2024 

TBC All children to visit church to decorate the tree – parent helpers needed 

9:15am for Nur/Y4, 10:15 for Rec/Y2 and 11:15 for Y1/3 

TBC Y3/Y4 Advent Workshop at church 

Tuesday 10th December 3:30 – 4:30pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 3 and Year 4 

£5 per child 

Wednesday 11th December Christmas Lunch in school 

Wear your Christmas Jumper 

Wednesday 11th December 3:30 – 4:30pm: Christmas Craft Club for Nursery and Reception 

£5 per child. Morning Nursery children are welcome to come back at 3:15 pm to join us. 

Thursday 12th December 3:30 – 4:30 pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 1 and Year 2 

£5 per child 

Thursday 12th December 9:30 am – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

2:00 pm – Y3/4 Christmas Play 

Friday 13th December 9:30 am – Y3/4 Christmas Play 

2:00 pm – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

Monday 16th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at 9:15 am 

Monday 16th December Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing 

Wednesday 18th December Y2/3/4 Party Day – children in Y2/3/4 to wear party clothes to school 

Thursday 19th December Nur/Rec/Y1 Party Day – children in Nur/Rec/Y1 to wear party clothes to school 

Sunday 15th December 

  

Nine Lessons Carol Service at Church 6pm 

Year 3 and Year 4 to sing 

Friday 20th December Last Day – Non-uniform - £1 donation for school fund 

School closes for Christmas 

  

Mon 23rd Dec to Friday 3rd 

Jan 

School closed – Christmas Holidays 

Sunday 24th December Crib Service at Church – everyone welcome – 5:00 pm - Families welcome to attend 





 

Safeguarding Information 


