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Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading [and talking] and we will change 
everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson 



Why is Phonics so important?

Reading consists of two elements: 

• Decoding (Reading)

• Comprehension (Understanding)

• Good Phonic knowledge is the fastest 
way to secure early reading and writing 
skills. 



Phonics Vocabulary 
• Fred Talk – Talk like a robot when saying the 

sounds. 

• Blending – combine sounds to say a word e.g. 
c-a-t cat. 

• Special friends – 1 sound written using 2 or 3 
letters e.g. , sh, ay, air,  igh

• Letter name – The name of the letter, this 
may be used when reciting the alphabet. 



RWInc

• RWInc at St. Pauls

• Structured approach
• Repetitive
• Quick pace
• Specific for children’s needs 
• Small groups
• Assessed half termly
• Finish the programme in Year 2 



Set 1 sounds



Reading Journey…

Nursery - pictures

Stories Fred Talk



Fred Talk



Fred Talk

• Green words – these words are decodable 
meaning we can use our knowledge to say each 
sound and then blend them together. 



Segmenting 

• Segmenting is a key skill for spelling, the 
whole word is said aloud and then broken into 
its separate sounds. 

Cat = c-a-t        bed = b-e-d       pot = p-o-t

• In this way children can hear each of the 
phonemes (sounds), then write down the 
corresponding grapheme. 



Segmenting – Fred Fingers



Red Words

There are around 100 words commonly used in 
early reading and writing. Most of which can be 
decoded and segmented. However some of 
these words cannot and we call these ‘rotten 
red words’. 



Reception RWI home reading:



• How can you help at home? 



Read lots of stories…



Talk to your child…. 



Fred Talk… 

“Time for b  e  d.”

“Get your c  oa  t.”

“Eat your l  u  n  ch.” 



Resources…



www.ruthmiskin.com/parents



Questions?
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