St Paul's First School 29th November 2024

SCHOOL NEWS f‘i“t

J

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27 w

This week, we welcomed the arrival of our magnificent Christmas tree,
generously donated by Standeford Christmas trees. Our School Asso-
ciation has not only sourced this fabulous tree but have also decorated
it beautifully for us too.

Today we are holding our annual Christmas Fair which the School Asso-
ciation have been busy organising. We look forward to welcoming all
members of our school community to join us for an afternoon of merri-
ment, with an array of stalls and games designed to ignite the Christ-
mas spirit. As well as getting everyone into the festive spirit, the fair
also raises lots of money which goes directly towards enhancing the
learning provision at St. Paul's. We extend our sincere gratitude to our
dedicated School Association and staff members who have worked so
hard to ensure the success of this event. Also a special thank you to all
of our families who have generously donated items for the fair over
the past two weeks.

Looking ahead to next week, we are looking forward to our second RE
week of the academic year. Our pupils will engage in thought-provoking
learning based around Christmas and festivals, while Year 4 will delve
into the concept of the Trinity. To enrich this learning, the children
will also be considering the following philosophical questions which we
would also like them to think about at home too so that they are ready
to share their responses in class:

Year 1: Why is it important for people to celebrate special times?
Year 2 Would it make a real difference to anyone if we banned Christmas?
Year 3: Why are festivals and celebrations so important to us as humans?
Year 4: Why is community so important to people of faith? Is it important to other people as well?

A reminder for next week that we are holding two parent information sessions about Maths scheduled for Monday,2nd
December. These sessions, to be held at 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm, are designed to provide parents and carers

with insights into our mathematics curriculum and teaching methodologies. We strongly encourage attendance at one of
these workshops, as they offer valuable information on how to support your child's mathematical development at home.

Have a great weekend!
Mrs Richards

Dear God ST PAUL'S VISION AND VALUES

May Your love fill our hearts, enabling us
to extend kindness, compassion, and for-
giveness to one another. Give us patience

Aspire  Respect

to navigate through misunderstandings Endurance
nd conflicts, seekin ful resolu- . .. . .
and contie efeio'ns? peacertl rese™ Which part of the vision do you think links o our
values?
Amen
At St Paul’s, , ac-

cepts and enables all to flourish to achieve their God
-given potential. We develop independent and resili-
ent learners, who lovingly respect each other with
care and kindness. All are invited to make a differ-
ence in the world in which they live following in the
footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ.
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PUPIL AWARDS

STAR OF THE WEEK

Nursery— Willow S for brilliant name fracing.

Reception - Ava G for always being a kind and caring friend.

Year 1 - Isla for super sentences on lost and found.

Year 2 - Lydia for being a kind and wonderful member of Year 2.

Year 3 - Jess for excelling in her tests.

Year 4 - Megan for demonstrating school values brilliantly.

WRITER OF THE WEEK

Reception - Teddy for working really hard with his name writing and letters.
Year 1 - Darcy for super phonics work.

Year 2 - Oliver for a brilliant setting description.

Year 3 - Flori for an excellent opening paragraph to her diary entry.

Year 4 - Addy for contributing to lessons on diary entries this week.
MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK

Reception - Milo for great work finding ways of making 4 and 5.

Year 1 - Abbie for super knowledge on 3D shape properties.

Year 2 - Faye for trying exceptionally hard to independently apply knowledge.
Year 3 - Mya-Bella for persevering with grouping and sharing.

Year 4 - Zach for demonstrating excellent reasoning this week.

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE
Nursery— 96% Reception— 85% Year 1-65% Year2-93% VYear 3-84% Year 4—94%

TTROCKSTARS TOURNAMENT
1st Place Year 4 with 561 Y 2nd Place Year 2—366 3rd Place Year 3—128

Well done to our ‘Most Valuable Players' - Roman, Noah, Luca, Florence, Henry,
Harlie, Nathaniel, Charlotte, Liv,

Timestables are an essential part of the maths curriculum and it is an expectation that all chil-
dren have rapid recall of all the facts up to 12 X 12 by the end of Year 4 so daily practice is key
to developing this. This week's competition is once again a year group one, so please encourage
your child to have a go to help ensure that their class wins and to help them develop quick recall
of each multiplication fact.

A new fournament is due to start today and will be a House one so please encourage your child to
login and have a go at scoring as many points as possible for their House.




EVENTS AND NOTICES

Christmas Gift Sale

The School Association will be holding a Christmas Gift Sale on Friday 6th Decem-
ber. This is an opportunity for children to purchase presents for people of their
choice priced at tE.5 each. There will be a limit of two presents per child and this will
take place during the afternoon in school. Thank you in advance of your support.

Do you receive Universal Credit or Income Support?

If you are in receipt of Universal Credit or Income Support you may be eligible for free school
meals. This is worth applying for even if your child is in Reception—Year 2 as it will mean their
meals will still be free in years 3 and 4. It also means that school can help if you have difficulty
paying for trips and teacher run clubs. St Paul's receives a small amount of additional funding for
each pupil that is eligible for free school meals, so applying even if your child prefers a packed
lunch can really benefit our pupils. You can find out how to apply here:

Apply online - Free School Meals - Staffordshire County Council

Reception Request

Reception is in need of old sheets and curtains to use in their den building. Please pass them to
Mrs Walsh or drop into the office if you have some spare.

Christmas Events

Preparations are well underway for this year's Christmas events which parents and carers are in-
vited to attend are as follows:

Ks1
Thursday 12th December: 9:30 am - Y1/2 Christmas Production
Friday 13th December: 2:00 pm - Y1/2 Christmas Production

The children in Years 1 and 2 have all been given words/songs to learn and costume suggestions
which they should have brought home. If your child has not received these then please see the
class teacher.

KS2

Thursday 12th December: 2:00pm - ¥Y3/Y4 Christmas Carol Concert

Friday 13th December: 9:30am - Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert

The children will be telling the Christmas Story and performing a range of Christmas Carols.

For both of these events two tickets per performance will be issued to each child. There will also
be the option to buy refreshments.

Monday 16th December: Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at
9:15 am

Parent Forum

We are looking for new members for our Parent Forum which aim to meet each term. We have
representative vacancies in Nursery, Reception, Year 3 and Year 4. The next meeting will be on
Thursday 19th December at 9:00am so if you would like to join us please email the office .



https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx

Diary Dates

Year 4 Swimming

There will be no swimming for Year 4 on the 12th December due to the Christmas Carol Concert.

Kids Club Christmas Party

Kids Club will be holding their Christmas Party on Monday 9th December. If your child would like
to come along please book the session as normal through Kids Club HQ.

Maths Workshop

Mrs Richards will be presenting a maths workshop to parents on Monday 2nd December at 9am
which will then be repeated at 2:45pm. This event will give parents an insight intfo how we teach
maths at St. Paul's and how you can support your child at home too. Please do come along to this
event which will take place in the school hall.

DECEMBER 2023

Monday 2™ December

Maths Parent Workshop 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm
This session is designed to give parents and carers an insight into how we teach maths at St.
Paul’s First School.

Thursday 5" December

Parent Forum Meeting 9:00am

Friday 6™ December

All children to visit church to decorate the tree — parent helpers needed
9:15am for Nur/Y4, 10:15 for Rec/Y2 and 11:15 for Y1/3

Monday 9" December

Year 3 and 4 Bikeability

Monday 9" December

Kids club Christmas Party 3:30pm to 4:30pm

Tuesday 10" December

3:30 — 4:30pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 3 and Year 4
£5 per child

Wednesday 11" December

Christmas Lunch in school
Wear your Christmas Jumper

Wednesday 11" December

3:30 — 4:30pm: Christmas Craft Club for Nursery and Reception
£5 per child. Morning Nursery children are welcome to come back at 3:15 pm to join us.

Thursday 12" December

3:30 — 4:30 pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 1 and Year 2
£5 per child

Thursday 12" December

9:30 am — Y1/2 Christmas Play
2:00 pm — Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert

Friday 13" December

9:30 am — Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert
2:00 pm — Y1/2 Christmas Play

Monday 16" December

Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at 9:15 am

Monday 16™ December

Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing

Tuesday 17" December

EYFS trip

Wednesday 18" December

Y2/3/4 Party Day — children in Y2/3/4 to wear party clothes to school

Thursday 19" December

Nur/Rec/Y1 Party Day — children in Nur/Rec/Y1 to wear party clothes to school

Sunday 15" December

Nine Lessons Carol Service at Church 6pm
Year 3 and Year 4 to sing

Friday 20™ December

Last Day — Non-uniform - £1 donation for school fund
School closes for Christmas

Mon 23" Dec to Friday 3™
Jan

School closed — Christmas Holidays

Sunday 24™ December

Crib Service at Church — everyone welcome — 5:00 pm - Families welcome to attend




Diary Dates Continuation

JANUARY 2025

Monday 6™ January

INSET Day = school closed to pupils

Tuesday 7" January

School reopens to pupils

Monday 13" January

Online Safety Workshop for parents 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm

Friday 31% January

Whole School TTRockstars Day — all children are invited to come to school as a rockstar for a day
of maths based activities

Friday 31*" January Year 4 Parents Information Session on the statutory Multiplication Tables Check — all parents of
children in Year 4 are encouraged to attend so that they can find out all about this statutory as-
sessment.

FEBRUARY 2025

Thursday 6" February

School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments
3:30-5:30 pm for Years 2,3 and 4

Friday 7 February

School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments
3:30 - 5:30 pm for Nursery, Reception and Y1

Friday 14™ February

Interim Reports to go home

Friday 14" February

School closes — last day of term

Mon 17th to Fri 21° Feb

School closed- half term

Monday 24" February

School reopens for all children

Tuesday 25" February

Parents’ Evening — 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Wednesday 26" February

Year 3/4 singing at Young Voices
25 places will be available to Y3/4 children to book. Parents to pay for coach travel, T-shirts, and
tickets. Additional costs for tickets and T-shirts.

Thursday 27" February

Parents’ Evening — 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm

MARCH 2025

Wednesday 5" March

Year 1 Parents Information Session on the statutory Phonics Screen Check — all parents of chil-
dren in Year 1 are encouraged to attend so that they can find out all about this statutory assess-
ment.

Thursday 6" March

World Book Day

Friday 7" March

Year 1 trip

Friday 28" March

Mother’s Day Services in school - 9:15 am for Rec/Y1
10:15 am for Y2/3/4
11:15 am for Nur in the classroom

Monday 31* March

Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing

APRIL 2025

Friday 4™ April

Y4 Viking Day

Thursday 10" April

Easter Services - 9:15 am in school for Rec/Y1
11:00 am — Nursery Easter activities in class
2:30 pm at church for Y2/3/4

Friday 11" April

School closes for Easter — last day of term
Well-Being Off-Timetable Day
Children to wear their own sports clothes to school

Monday 14™ April to Friday
25" April

School closed — Easter Holidays

Monday 28™ April

School reopens to pupils




Christmas Raffle

Tickets £1 each - available at the christmas fair, nativity plays and on
the school gate week commencing 2nd December. Raffle will be drawn
at the final nativity play on Thursday 12th December.

% Star Wars toy donations from
Hollybush garden centre

Warped sports paintballing voucher
Monmore green greyhound racing
tickets

Telford Steam railway tickets
Klowde photography voucher
Skirmish paintballing for 5

Lower Drayton family ticket
Jungleland entry voucher

Giant Husky teddy

Anne Mai 7 week lesson voucher
Weston park tickets

Hockerhill family pass
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OPEN DAILY

M — 4PM THE ROSE PATERSON
IE 2ND FLOOR ART GALLERY




Safeguarding Information

O Childnet

A family agreement is a great way to start a conversation with your whole family about how you all use
the internet, and to start discussions together around how to behave in a positive way when online,
whether this is at home, at school or at a friend’s.

Our family agreement provides a list of things to consider when creating a family agreement, and some
examples to get you started. An agreement template is also provided to help families set clear expecta-
tions for positive and safe internet use.

Please visit the school website to find a copy of the Childnet family agreement which you can complete

at home: A3-Family-Agreement.pdf
b
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GRACE 2 GRACE

EMOTIONAL HEALTH &

WELLBEING SERVICES

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE &
FAMILIES

Are you struggling with your Emotions or
Mental Health?
At Grace2Grace we will support you.

ANXIETY BULLYING SELF ESTEEM FAMILY OR SCHOOL DIFFICULTIES

ANGER & MORE
121 Support We Care - (Supporting
Workshops Young People in Care).
Parent Support School/ College Groups &
Counselling Service More!

South Staffs Wolverhampton

Thursdays 12-5pm @ Fridays 1-4pm @ Bob Jones
Codsall Fire Station. Duck  |Community Centre, Bromley
lane, WV8 1 HU St Wv2 3AS



https://www.stpaulsfirstcoven.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/A3-Family-Agreement.pdf
https://www.stpaulsfirstcoven.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/A3-Family-Agreement.pdf
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THE RISKS?

BULLYING

Unkind comments or images which

are purposely aimed at an individual

can be shared freely in a group chat -

allowing and often encouraging others

to join in the bullng behaviour. If this
ontent is shared in a group of their peers

?esp cially a larger group), it serves to

amplify the hurt, embarrassment, anxiety

isolation that the victim feels.

1
EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION

This common issue with group chats can
happen in several ways: starting a new

group, for instance, but dellbero(ely excluding
a certain child. Likewise, the chat may take
place on an app which one child doesn’t have
access to, meaning ther can’'t be involved. A
child can also feel isolated when a group chat is
used to discuss or share images from an event
that everyone else but them attended.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Some discussions in group chats may
include inappropriate words, swea and
unsuitable images or videos. These could be
viewed by your child if they are part of that
group, whether they actively engage in it or not.
ome chat apps have a dlsuppeann'g message
function, so xour child may be unable to report
something they’'ve seen bocause it can only be
viewed once or for a short time.

\

opportunities for inappropriate content tolbe'sharedland: viewed.

SHARING GROUP CONTENT

It's important to remember that — while the
content of the chat is private between those

in the group - individual users can eas|lx
share a message, photo or video with others
outside of the group or screenshot what's been
posted. The risk of something your child
intended as private becoming public (and
potentially gomg viral) is higher if there are
people they don’t know well'in the group.

- y 4 y BN
UNKNOWN MEMBERS

Within larger group chats, it's more

likely your child will be communlcatmg

with people they don’t really know. These
strangers muY be friends of the host, but

not necessarily friendly toward your child.

It's wise for young people not to share
personal details and stay aware that they have
no control over the messages and images they
share after they’ve put them online.

[
NOTIFICATIONS AND FOMO

A drawback of large group chats is the

sheer number of notifications. Every time
someone in the ?rou p messages, your child’s
device will be ‘pinged” with an alert: potentially,
this could mean hundreds of notifications a day.
Not only is this highly dlstractm% but young
people’s fear of missing out on the latest
conversation results inincreased screen time as
they try to keep up with the chat.
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WINTER HOLIDAY CLUB

iA,Sundoy 22nd & Monday 23rd December 2024
< Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd January 2025

-

10:30am to 4:00pm - £38 / HAF Funded place FREE  f
. Early Drop Off 9:00am to 4:00pm - £44 S
3 - >

Book a place Book a HAF Place
Shropshire Council HAF

With EKO Staffordshire Council HAF

Telford & Wrekin Council HHAH

About Us

If you're new to EKO we are all about having fun outdoors whatever the weather. We might be
bug hunting or plant spotting or den building or creating natural art or music or gardening, the
list is endless. There will always be something new to try. We are based at Weston Park and have
our own dedicated space as well as use of the extensive grounds.

What do you need to know?

® The Winter Holiday Club forms part of the Holiday Activity & Food programme, (HAF). We are
thrilled to be able to offer free places to children on free school meals with HAF eligibility from
Shropshire, Staffordshire & Telford & wrekin councils

® Children with SEND 1:1 support needs must contact us first before making a booking.
Unfortunately we only have ONE, 1:1 support place available each day

® Ahotlunchis provided to everyone - no need for a packed lunch

What to bring?

® Please provide your child with a water bottle. - we will provide drinks and snacks during the day.
¢ Children need three essential clothing items,
1. Wellies or waterproof boots with warm socks
2.Waterproof trousers, (whether they prefer dungarees, trousers or an all-in-one suit)
3.Waterproof jacket
* Clothing needs to be old and comfortable. Please pack additional layers, such as hats gloves as
necessary. We have plenty of spare kit, if you need anything, please contact us.

Find out more
Take alook at our website www.ekolearning.org.uk for more information.
Educating Kids Outdoors Ltd, registered charity in England and Wales (1191685)

A company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales company number 12114074
Registered office: Astol Farmhouse, Norton, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 SEW



