
 

St Paul’s First School         6th December 2024 

SCHOOL NEWS 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27 

 

Dear God 

May Your love fill our hearts, enabling us 
to extend kindness, compassion, and for-
giveness to one another. Give us patience 
to navigate through misunderstandings 
and conflicts, seeking peaceful resolu-

tions.   

Amen 

 

We extend our thanks once again to everyone who attended and supported our Christmas Fair last Friday. The turnout 
was truly exceptional, surpassing our expectations. Building on this success, we have already begun formulating plans to 
expand next year's event, utilising additional areas of the school to accommodate an even greater array of stalls and 
activities. The funds raised from this event will significantly contribute to the School Association's ongoing efforts to 
enhance the curriculum here at St. Paul’s. Currently, we are focusing on upgrading our IT provision, with the aim of ac-
quiring new laptops and iPads. To support this initiative, we have established a GoFundMe page, which parents and carers 
can access via the provided link: https://gofund.me/5a5b2d5a 

Congratulations to Emma Bryant who won the ‘Guess the Baubles’ competi-
tion when she guessed that there were 130 baubles which was the closest 
to the actual amount of 128.  

Mrs Hodgkins has once again entered some of our pupils’ work into the 
Halls Young Artist Competition which sees the children’s work displayed in 
the Rose Paterson Art Gallery at Weston Park. The children in Year 3 pro-
duced some super work as I am sure you will agree from this photograph. 
Families are able to view this work by visiting the gallery at Weston Park 
up until 30th January 2024. Special thanks to Mrs Hodgkins for organising 
this great opportunity for our pupils.  

We are also proud to announce that our school has successfully renewed 
its Bronze UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Award. Miss Woodgate, the 
School Council, and our Wellbeing/anti-bullying ambassadors have been 
working hard to ensure that we were successful with this and we are now 
diligently working towards attaining the Silver award. This programme, 
which places children's rights at the core of school life in the UK, aligns 
perfectly with our commitment to creating a nurturing and respectful 
learning environment. 

Tickets for the Key Stage 1 and 2 events have been distributed and we 
kindly request that you bring these tickets when attending the perfor-
mances. The School Association will be selling refreshments and raffle 
tickets at these events, with the raffle draw scheduled for Friday, 13th 
December, following the KS1 performance. Winners will have the option to 
collect their prizes on the day or from the school office during the final week of term. 

Finally, all of the children visited St. Paul's Church to decorate the Christmas tree with their handmade decorations 
made here at school. The visit was made even more memorable as they sang some of their favourite Christmas songs. 
We extend our sincere thanks to all the volunteers who ensured the safety of our pupils during the walk to and from the 
church.                                                                                                                                                                                     
Have a great weekend! 

Mrs Richards 

ST PAUL’S VISION AND VALUES 

Community   Aspire    Respect     

Endurance 

Which part of the vision do you think links to our values? 

At St Paul’s, our welcoming Christian community, ac-
cepts and enables all to flourish to achieve their God
-given potential. We develop independent and resili-
ent learners, who lovingly respect each other with 

care and kindness. All are invited to make a differ-
ence in the world in which they live following in the 

footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

https://gofund.me/5a5b2d5a
https://gofund.me/5a5b2d5a


 

PUPIL AWARDS 

STAR OF THE WEEK 

Nursery— Blake for drawing some lovely snowman pictures. 

Reception – Olly for amazing knowledge and recall of the Christmas Story. 

Year 1 – Alice for showing excellent understanding of different festivals. 

Year 2  - Noah for being reflective during our Christmas RE week. 

Year 3 – Poppy for her excellent contributions to RE week. 

Year 4 – Amy for demonstrating an excellent understanding of the Holy Trinity during RE week, 

WRITER OF THE WEEK 

Reception – Oliver for trying hard to write some names from the Christmas Story 

Year 1 – Isla for writing a lovely retell on the nativity story. 

Year 2  - Ethan for a lovely retell of the Christmas story. 

Year 3 – Rohan for working hard to retell the story of Sita and Rama. 

Year 4 – Amber for trying hard to include fronted adverbials in her diary entry. 

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK 

Reception – Ava G for super coin recognition. 

Year 1 – Teddy for recognising and sorting 2D and 3D shapes. 

Year 2 - Daisy for becoming more confident and independent in Maths.  

Year 3 – Harlie P for excellent work on grouping and sharing. 

Year 4 – Ava for demonstrating good knowledge of multiplying by 10 and 100 this week. 

TTROCKSTARS TOURNAMENT 

Well done to our ’Most Valuable Players’ - Roman, Noah and Paige 

Timestables are an essential part of the maths curriculum and it is an expectation that all chil-
dren have rapid recall of all the facts up to 12 X 12 by the end of Year 4 so daily practice is key 
to developing this. This week’s competition is once again a year group one, so 
please encourage your child to have a go to help ensure that their class wins and 
to help them develop quick recall of each multiplication fact.  

A new tournament is due to start today and will be a House one so please encour-
age your child to login and have a go at scoring as many points as possible for their House.  



 

EVENTS AND NOTICES 

Christmas Events  

Preparations are well underway for this year’s Christmas events which parents and carers are in-
vited to attend are as follows: 

KS1  

Thursday 12th December:  9:30 am – Y1/2 Christmas Production 

Friday 13th December:  2:00 pm – Y1/2 Christmas Production 

The children in Years 1 and 2 have all been given words/songs to learn and costume suggestions 
which they should have brought home. If your child has not received these then please see the 
class teacher.  

KS2 

Thursday 12th December:  2:00pm – Y3/Y4 Christmas Carol Concert 

Friday 13th December:  9:30am  – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

The children will be telling the Christmas Story and performing a range of Christmas Carols.  

For both of these events two tickets per performance will be issued to each child. There will also 
be the option to buy refreshments.  

Monday 16th December: Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at 
9:15 am 

Easy Fundraising 

St Paul's School Association - Coven raisefunds each week thanks to our community shopping 
online! A huge thank you to everyone who supports us. Want to get involved? Sign up to easyfund-
raising so your Black Friday, Christmas and all other online shopping at your favourite retailers 
turns into much-needed funding for us. It'll take you two minutes to sign up: 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/stpaulpta/LNO7WN/dda/U5SijpKB/Q3244/facebook/50.23 

Parent Forum 

We are looking for new members for our Parent Forum which aim to meet each term. We have 
representative vacancies in Nursery, Reception, Year 3 and Year 4. The next meeting will be on 
Thursday 19th December at 9:00am so if you would like to join us please email the office .  

Do you receive Universal Credit or Income Support? 

If you are in receipt of Universal Credit or Income Support you may be eligible for free school 
meals. This is worth applying for even if your child is in Reception—Year 2 as it will mean their 
meals will still be free in years 3 and 4. It also means that school can help if you have difficulty 
paying for trips and teacher run clubs. St Paul’s receives a small amount of additional funding for 
each pupil that is eligible for free school meals, so applying even if your child prefers a packed 
lunch can really benefit our pupils. You can find out how to apply here: 

Apply online - Free School Meals - Staffordshire County Council  

Maths Parent Information Session 

The rescheduled Maths session for parents will now take place on Monday 9th December at 9am. 
Thank you to all of those parents who responded to state their preference, most chose Monday. 
This session will give parents an insight into how we teach Maths here at St. Paul’s.  

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/stpaulpta/LNO7WN/dda/U5SijpKB/Q3244/facebook/50.23
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


 

Diary Dates 

Online Safety 

We are holding an online safety workshop on Monday 13th January 2024 to share with parents 
ways to ensure that their children are kept safe whilst online. The workshops will run at 9am and 
then will be repeated at 2:45pm. Please see further down in the newsletter for lots of information  
on how to keep safe online.   

Kids Club Christmas Party 

Kids Club will be holding their Christmas Party on Monday 9th December. If your child would like 
to come along please book the session as normal through Kids Club HQ. 

Year 4 Swimming 

There will be no swimming for Year 4 on the 12th December due to the Christmas Carol Concert. 

DECEMBER 2023 

Monday 9th December Year 3 and 4 Bikeability 

Monday 9th December Kids club Christmas Party 3:30pm to 4:30pm 

Tuesday 10th December 3:30 – 4:30pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 3 and Year 4 

£5 per child 

Wednesday 11th December Christmas Lunch in school 

Wear your Christmas Jumper 

Wednesday 11th December 3:30 – 4:30pm: Christmas Craft Club for Nursery and Reception 

£5 per child. Morning Nursery children are welcome to come back at 3:15 pm to join us. 

Thursday 12th December 3:30 – 4:30 pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 1 and Year 2 

£5 per child 

Thursday 12th December 9:30 am – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

2:00 pm – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

Friday 13th December 9:30 am – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

2:00 pm – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

Monday 16th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at 9:15 am 

Monday 16th December Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing 

Tuesday 17th December EYFS trip 

Wednesday 18th December Y2/3/4 Party Day – children in Y2/3/4 to wear party clothes to school 

Thursday 19th December Nur/Rec/Y1 Party Day – children in Nur/Rec/Y1 to wear party clothes to school 

Sunday 15th December 

  

Nine Lessons Carol Service at Church 6pm 

Year 3 and Year 4 to sing 

Friday 20th December Last Day – Non-uniform - £1 donation for school fund 

School closes for Christmas 

  

Mon 23rd Dec to Friday 3rd 

Jan 

School closed – Christmas Holidays 

Sunday 24th December Crib Service at Church – everyone welcome – 5:00 pm - Families welcome to attend 



JANUARY 2025 

Monday 6th  January INSET Day = school closed to pupils 

  

Tuesday 7th January School reopens to pupils 

Monday 13th January Online Safety Workshop for parents 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm 

Friday 31st January Whole School TTRockstars Day – all children are invited to come to school as a rockstar for a day 

of maths based activities 

Friday 31st January Year 4 Parents Information Session on the statutory Multiplication Tables Check – all parents of 

children in Year 4 are encouraged to attend so that they can find out all about this statutory as-

sessment. 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Thursday 6th February School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments 

3:30 - 5:30 pm for Years 2, 3 and 4 

Friday 7th February School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments 

3:30 – 5:30 pm for Nursery, Reception and Y1 

Friday 14th February Interim Reports to go home 

Friday 14th February School closes – last day of term 

Mon 17th to Fri 21st Feb School closed- half term 

Monday 24th February School reopens for all children 

Tuesday 25th February Parents’ Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 26th February Year 3/4 singing at Young Voices 

25 places will be available to Y3/4 children to book. Parents to pay for coach travel, T-shirts, and 

tickets. Additional costs for tickets and T-shirts. 

Thursday  27th  February Parents’ Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

MARCH 2025 

Wednesday 5th March Year 1 Parents Information Session on the statutory Phonics Screen Check – all parents of chil-

dren in Year 1 are encouraged to attend so that they can find out all about this statutory assess-

ment. 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day 

  

Friday 7th March Year 1 trip 

Friday 28th  March Mother’s Day Services in school - 9:15 am for Rec/Y1 

10:15 am for Y2/3/4 

11:15 am for Nur in the classroom 

Monday 31st March Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing 

APRIL 2025 

Friday 4th April Y4 Viking Day 

Thursday 10th April Easter Services - 9:15 am in school for Rec/Y1 

11:00 am – Nursery Easter activities in class 

2:30 pm at church for Y2/3/4 

Friday 11th April School closes for Easter – last day of term 

Well-Being Off-Timetable Day 

Children to wear their own sports clothes to school 

Monday 14th April to Friday 

25th April 

School closed – Easter Holidays 

Monday 28th April School reopens to pupils 

 

Diary Dates Continuation 



 

ATTENDANCE 






