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“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27

This week the staff have been busy planning and organsising a range of enrichment opportunities for the
children which include both trips over the course of the year and visitors to school too. Please look out for
additional letters which are sent home to inform parents about these in the coming weeks.

In EYFS this week, the children have continued to share their 'All About Me' boxes with both their peers and
the staff. These are always greatly anticipated and prove to be a super way to learn about our new children
as well as finding out more about those who have been at St. Paul's for a little longer. Thank you to our fami-
lies who have sent their children in with these—your support is very much appreciated.

On Thursday, I had a visit from Mrs Knight who is a familiar face here at St. Paul's and a member of the
Mothers Union. As many of you will know the Mothers Union organised the Scarecrow Festival again this year
which was a fabulous community event, one which we were delighted to also be involved in. Mrs Knight shared
how well the event had been supported within the community and the enormous amount of money that has
been raised which is given to different causes. She then presented me with a cheque for £150 which will go
into providing additional resources to enrich the curriculum here at St. Paul's. Therefore, we would like to
extend our thanks and gratitude to Mrs Knight and the Mothers Union as well as to all those who supported
the event. We are already excited about next year's!

Here at St. Paul's we teach each half term's 'key question’ for RE in a focused weekly block. This helps to en-
sure that the children are fully emerged in learning about the specific question and have opportunities to
deepen their knowledge and understanding as the week goes on. To ensure that this learning is embedded, we
also have RE learning review afternoons each half term too. Therefore, today children across school have
been revisiting not just the RE learning that they did in the summer term but also much of what they did
over the course of the last academic year. This review helps to keep the knowledge fresh and prepares the
children for the new learning which will fake place in the future.

Finally this week, as part of our worship sessions, the children have been learning all about harvest and why
this is celebrated around the world. There were many insightful ideas and opinions shared about the im-
portance of being grateful and an understanding that not everyone is as fortunate as us. Along with this time
of reflection, the children have also been beginning preparations for the Harvest Festival which will take
place on Friday 3rd October both in school and at church. Please see the diary dates further down for spe-
cific times and information about this.

Have a lovely weekend!
Mrs Richards

ST PAUL'S VISION AND VALUES

Dear God, .
Thank you for teaching Aspire  Respect
us the importance of re- _‘] Endurance

spect and compassion

through the story of

Lazarus and the rich man.

Help us to see the needs of those

| Which part of the vision do you think links to our values?

At St Paul’s, , ac-
cepts and enables all to flourish to achieve their God

around us and to treat everyone
with kindness and love. May we live
out our school vision by loving our
neighbours as ourselves, just as
Jesus taught us. Amen.

-given potential. We develop independent and resili-
ent learners, who lovingly respect each other with
care and kindness. All are invited to make a differ-
ence in the world in which they live following in the
footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ.



PUPIL AWARDS

STAR OF THE WEEK

Nursery— Leo for settling in so well, always being happy and following the rules.
Reception - Isla for being kind and caring and always listening carefully.

Year 1- Teddy for always having a positive attitude and trying his best.

Year 2— Harper for being a determined and focused learner in all curriculum areas.
Year 3 - Connie for putting 100% effort into everything and always doing the right thing.
Year 4 - Elliot W for always trying their best.

WRITER OF THE WEEK

Reception—Tommy for lovely letter sound writing in phonics.

Year 1 - Lilah for trying really hard with your letter formation and presentation.
Year 2 - Toby for being engaged in handwriting lessons in English lessons.

Year 3 - Paige for excelling in uplevelling expanded noun phrases.

Year 4 - Annie for writing some interesting expanded noun phrases this week.
MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK

Reception— Eddie for great work identifying sorting types.

Year 1 - Milo from counting on from any number and using key vocabulary.

Year 2 - Morgan for challenging himself to complete ‘Gold' challenges independently.
Year 3 - Arthur for amazing work on more and less than.

Year 4 - Mya-Bella for excellent effort using a number line to 1000.

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE
Nursery—95% Reception — 85% Year 1-94% VYear2-93% VYear 3-93% Year 4—86%




EVENTS AND NOTICES

Bikeability N v Europeah Day of Languages
A reminder to parents of chil- " d 9@ I3 F“ 26 Sep{ember
dren in Years 3 and 4 who have A 4 - %

consented to their child taking _ _
part in this year's Bikeability As usual we will be celebrating Euro-

programme—this will take place pean Languages Day again this year
on Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday on Friday 26th September. This will

24th September. Parents have be an off timetable day spent learn-
been notified which group their ing about a chosen country. This year
child is in so please ensure that the countries are as follows:
kr’f‘uf' Clzt"ilid brings Nur/Rec - Spain (red and yellow)
‘rhzlrr‘dalye on Y1/Y2 - France (red, white and blue)

> oike Y3/4 - Germany (red, yellow and

black)
bike

It will be a non-uniform day so
please send your child to school in
the colours of the country listed
above. If your child has PE on that
Please could children in year 1 bring day then please ensure that the

in a box suitable to make a car gar- "
age/shelter to use on Wednesday clothes that they wear are also suit

24th September.

Year 1 Boxes

Year 4 Parents Meeting—Laches Wood 2026

We are excited to announce that St. Paul's will be returning o Laches Wood
in March 2026. All of Year 4 have the opportunity to attend this residential
experience and in order fo provide parents with as much information as pos-
sible about the visit, a member of Laches Wood will be visiting on Monday
13th October for a parent information session held at 2:50pm. A letter with
further details has been emailed out to all Year 4 parents alongside the link

Polar Express Day

On Tuesday 16th December we will be having a Polar Express Day which will
be an off timetable day with a wide range of activities all linked around the
theme of the Polar Express. We would like to invite children to come to
school on this day in their pyjamas. Further information about this will be
shared nearer the date but we wanted to ensure that parents had notice well
in advance of the date.




EVENTS AND NOTICES

Open Morning

We will be holding our annual Open
Morning on Saturday 11th October
from 10:00am to 12:00pm. This is
aimed at prospective parents who
are interested in securing a place at
St. Paul's for either Nursery or Re-
ception.

Y\
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St Paul's First School
Open Morning

Saturday 11™ October 2025
10:00am - 12:00pm

For parents who are inferested in
applying for Nursery or Reception
places for September 2026

Before and after-school club
information and application packs for
Nursery/Reception will also be available
to collect on the day

Please come along to find out what our
lovely school has to offer|
Contact us on 01902 291124

or of fice@st-pauls-coven.staffs.sch.uk for more
information

Reception Early Writing Workshop

Parents and carers of children in
Reception are invited into school on
Wednesday 22nd September to
learn about how they can support
their child's fine motor and early
writing development. This will be an
interactive session with Mrs Walsh
and Mrs Clemson leading a lesson
with the children and their parents/
carers.

Please do
come
along to
find out
how your
child
learns
and how
you can
support at home too.

Young Voices 2026

We still have places available for
Young Voices which is a fabulous op-
portunity for our children to take
part in one of the largest choirs in
the country. This event is in January
2026 in Birmingham at the BP Pulse
Arena and also features special guest
artists. 2026 also sees the celebra-
tion of the 30th anniversary of Young
Voices so promises to be extra-
special.

If you child would like to get involved
please contact the school office for
further deftails.

Roald Dahl Reading Challenge

This year's whole school Reading Challenge is

based around books by Roald Dahl and we are real-

ly looking forward fo sharing many of his texts
throughout the year. We would therefore wel-
come any donations of any Roald Dahl books to
support with this.
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Cross Country Event

Miss Evans is taking a group of Year 3 and 4
pupils to a Cross country event at Marsh-
brook First School on Monday 20th Octo-
ber. A letter about this will be sent home on
Monday 22nd September. If your child
would like to take part in this then please
return the consent as soon as possible.

For those children who do wish to attend,
there will be two training sessions after
school on:

Tuesday 7th October 3:25pm—4pm
Tuesday 14th October 3:25pm—4pm

LEEENINION

Christian care for families
Charity Number: 249942

Sessions for
children of
all abilities!

BEE ACTIVE

Improve your skills
with our expert
sports coaching! |,

Sessions will give your child the opportunity to
develop their agility, balance, confidence and
social skills through an introduction to sport.

Open to all children from Years 2,3 &4

Meet your coach
Jamie
Multi Skills - Tuesdays
3:25-4:25pm 0X©@d search: Bee Active’
Book now at beeactive.co.uk Resd ourreviews ek Kk

See what others say about Bee Active.

|

Placas are limitod and will ba secured on a first come, first senvice bass

01785 249752

STAFFORD

GRAMMAR SCHOOL admissions@staffordgrammar.co.uk @

SCHOOL OPEN
MORNING 2025

BOOK YOUR VISIST TODAY:

Saturday 11th October
9:30am-12:30pm

To secure your place, please register on our website:
www.staffordgrammar.co.uk/school-events.
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impacting their learning, emotional wellbeing and scciol connections. If left unaddressed, stress can lead to more
serious concerns such o3 anxiety, depression or disengagement. This guide offers ten practical, evidence -boased i
strategies to help children and young people recognise, manage and recover from stress in healthy ways. 1
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DIARY DATES

SEPTEMBER 2025

Tuesday 23" and Wednes-
day 24" September

Bikeability

Thursday 25™ September

MacMillan Coffee morning — Please do come along and join us:
Nursery/Reception 9:15-9:45

Year 1/Year 2 10-10:30

Year 3/Year 4 10:45-11:15

Friday 26™ September European Day of Languages — non-uniform in country’s flag colours
Nur/Rec — Spain
Y1/Y2 - France
Y3/4 — Germany

OCTOBER 2025

Friday 3™ October School Harvest — donations of non-perishable food items for the food bank

Parents are invited into school at the following times:
9:15 am in school for Reception and Year 1

11:00 am in school — Nursery activities in the classroom
2:30 pm at Church for Years 2, 3 and 4

Friday 10" October

World Mental Health — Children to come to school in sports clothes for a well-being off time-
table day

Friday 10" October

School Association Reading Café 9:15 — 9:45 — N/R, 9:45 - 10:15-Y1/Y2, 10:15 — 10:45 — Y3/
Y4

Parents and carers are invited into school to read with their children and meet members of
our School Association

Saturday 11™ October

10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Open Morning for new Nursery and Reception parents for September 2026 intake

Monday 13th October

2:50pm—Year 4 Laches Wood Residential parent information meeting—all Year 4 parents are
invited to attend

Thursday 16™ October

School Discos - £5 for ticket, snap bands and refreshments
3:25 —4:30pm for Nursery, Reception and Y1

Friday 17" October

School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments
3:25—-4:30pm for Years 2,3 and 4

Monday 20th October

Y1 Toy Workshop

Monday 20th October

Y3/4 Cross Country Event

Wednesday 22nd October

Reception Early Writing Workshop—parents and carers are invited into school at 9:00 to join
their child as they learn about how to develop early writing skills.

Thursday 23™ October

Y3 School trip

Thursday 23™ October

Last day of term

Friday 24™ October

INSET — School closed to pupils

Monday 27" to Friday 31
October

Half Term Holiday




NOVEMBER 2025

Monday 3™ November

School reopens for pupils

Tuesday 4™ November

Parents’ Evening — 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm (Reception/Year 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Wednesday 5" November

Parents’ Evening — 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm (All year groups)

Sunday 9" November

Remembrance Sunday — church service at 9:30 am / Memorial Hall at 11:00 am

Wednesday 12" November

Stay and Play EYFS (N - 10:30 to 11:30, R — 2:00 to 3:00)
Phonics Workshop for Reception parents 3:00pm to 3:25pm

Tuesday 18" November

Flu Vaccine

Friday 14™ November

Children in Need — £1 donation for charity
Children invited to wear something spotty

Friday 21st November

Year 2 trip

Friday 28" November

Non-uniform day — donations of bottles or chocolate or sweets for the Christmas Fair

DECEMBER 2025

Tuesday 2" December

Maths Parent Workshop 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm
This session is designed to give parents and carers an insight into how we teach maths at St.
Paul’s First School.

Thursday 4th December

EYFS Nativity Farm on Wheels visit to school

Friday 5" December

Non-uniform day — donations of cakes for the Christmas Fair

Friday 5" December

All children to visit church to decorate the tree — parent helpers needed to walk to church
9:15am for Nur/Y4, 10:15 for Rec/Y2 and 11:15 for Y1/3

Tuesday 9th December

9:00am Irocks concert—parents and carers of children who take park in Irocks are invited
into school for their termly concert.

Tuesday 9" December

3:25 — 4:25pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4
£5 per child

Wednesday 10" December

Christmas Lunch in school
Wear your Christmas Jumper

Wednesday 10" December

Kids club Christmas Party 3:30pm to 4:30pm

Thursday 11" December

3:25 —4:25pm: Christmas Craft Club for Nursery, Reception and Year 1
£5 per child. Morning Nursery children are welcome to come back at 3:25 pm to join us.

Thursday 11" December

9:30 am — Y1/2 Christmas Play
2:00 pm — Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert

Friday 12" December

9:30 am — Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert
2:00 pm — Y1/2 Christmas Play

Monday 15" December

Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at 9:15 am

Monday 15" December

Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing

Tuesday 16th December

Polar Express Day

Wednesday 17" December

Y2/3/4 Party Day — children in Y2/3/4 to wear party clothes to school

Thursday 18" December

Nur/Rec/Y1 Party Day — children in Nur/Rec/Y1 to wear party clothes to school

Sunday 14" December

Nine Lessons Carol Service at Church 6pm
Year 3 and Year 4 to sing

Friday 19" December

Last Day — Non-uniform - £1 donation for school fund
School closes for Christmas

Mon 22" Dec to Friday 2™
Jan

School closed — Christmas Holidays

Monday 24™ December

Crib Service at Church — everyone welcome — 5:00 pm - Families welcome to attend

JANUARY 2026
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