
 

St Paul’s First School         5th September 2025 

SCHOOL NEWS 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27 

Dear God,  

Thank you for teaching us the im-
portance of respect and kindness 
through the story of the 
Lost Sheep. Help us to open 
our hearts and see those in 
need around us. May we al-
ways remember to love our 
neighbours as ourselves, just as You 
love us. Guide us to be independent 
and resilient learners who care for 
one another.  

Amen 

 

ST PAUL’S VISION AND VALUES 

Community   Aspire    Respect     

Endurance 

Which part of the vision do you think links to our values? 

At St Paul’s, our welcoming Christian community, ac-
cepts and enables all to flourish to achieve their God
-given potential. We develop independent and resili-
ent learners, who lovingly respect each other with 

care and kindness. All are invited to make a differ-
ence in the world in which they live following in the 

footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

It has been an absolute pleasure to welcome all of our pupils back to St. Paul's First School this week, and I 
am delighted to report that everyone has made a super start to the new academic year. We have had the 
pleasure of welcoming numerous new pupils across the school, not only in our Reception and Nursery classes 
but also in other year groups, where children have joined us to continue their educational journey. The enthu-
siasm and positive attitudes demonstrated by all pupils, both returning and new, have been truly commenda-
ble and set an encouraging tone for the term ahead. 

As is customary at St. Paul's, we have an exceptionally busy and engaging first term planned, with a wide 
range of activities and events designed to enrich our pupils' learning experiences. Full details of these forth-
coming events can be found in the diary dates section later in this newsletter.  

We endeavour to provide parents and carers with substantial advance notice regarding all school events and 
activities, recognising the importance of enabling families to plan accordingly. However, it is inevitable that 
circumstances occasionally necessitate changes and amendments therefore, I strongly encourage all parents 
and carers to check the diary dates regularly, both within our newsletter and via the school website, to en-
sure they remain fully informed of any updates or modifications. 

This academic year, we are aiming to reduce the volume of text messages and emails distributed to families. 
Consequently, we will be concentrating our efforts on ensuring that all significant information is shared 
through our newsletter and school website. This means that while we will not be sending reminder texts, we 
will continue our established practice of sending an email containing a direct link to the newsletter, which will 
always be readily accessible on our website. 

By the end of next week, all classes will also have access to Seesaw, our digital platform where teaching 
staff will share regular updates about pupils' activities and provide important class-specific information. 
This will serve as an additional valuable communication tool for keeping parents informed about their chil-
dren's daily experiences and learning. Photographs are shared via this platform so please do respond to the 
link sent out by the school office to let us know whether or not you give consent to this.  

Alongside this newsletter, you will have also received both a class newsletter and timetable, which together 
provide parents with an overview of the learning and activities planned for this term. We are all very much 
looking forward both to this new term and the academic year ahead.         

Have a lovely weekend!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Mrs Richards 



 

EVENTS AND NOTICES 

Healthy Eating 

At St. Paul’s we follow government guidance to ensure that we are a ‘healthy school’. This 
is shared with our families during induction and the policy which further details this can 
be found on our website. In addition to this, the DFE have recently provided schools and 
nurseries with updated guidance on nutrition and below are five ‘key takeaways’: 

We would therefore kindly like to remind all of our families that drinks bottles should 
only contain water. If your child is unable to drink water then we ask that a letter from 
the doctor is provided and a care plan completed. These can be obtained from the school 
office. School has water available for top ups throughout the day and fresh milk is pro-
vided in EYFS.  

We would also like to remind families that lunchboxes should contain only one treat item 
which can either be a biscuit/cake or crisps.  

Thank you in advance of your support.  

Birthday Books 

We recognise that some children like to bring in sweets or cakes to share with their friends when 
it is their birthday, however, we are unable to give these out due to our commitment to promoting 
healthy school status. We would like to invite those families whose child wishes to share some-
thing with their peers, to donate a book which will be shared in the class and added to our reading 
for pleasure resources.  

Thank you in advance of your support.  

Roald Dahl Reading Challenge 

This year’s whole school Reading Challenge is based around books by Roald Dahl and we are really 
looking forward to sharing many of his texts throughout the year. We would therefore welcome 
any donations of any Roald Dahl books to support with this.  

Children in Reception up to Year 4 will be bring home their reading diaries and their new school 
reading books from next Monday. Alongside today’s newsletter, you will also have received a let-
ter from Miss Woodgate about reading at home and the changing of home readers.  

Multi-skills After School Club 

This year we are welcoming a new sports coach to St. Paul’s from Bee Active. Mr Chetwood will be 
working with the children from Reception through to Year 4 every Tuesday. He will also be running 
a multi-skills after school club this half term for children in Years 2—4. Further information 
about this will be shared shortly.  



 

EVENTS AND NOTICES 

Open Morning 

We will be holding our annual Open Morning 
on Saturday 11th October from 10:00am to 
12:00pm. This is aimed at prospective parents 
who are interested in securing a place at St. 
Paul’s for either Nursery or Reception.  

Scarecrow Festival 

Coven Mothers Un-
ion are once again 
organising a Scare-
crow Festival which 
we are delighted to 
also be taking part 
in. Mrs Hodgkins 
has been busy 
working with some 
of the Year 4 chil-
dren to create our 
entries which are 
positioned outside 
the main entrance. 
They look great! 
Our School Associ-
ation will also be 
selling refresh-
ments over the 
course of the 
weekend too.  

 

As usual we will be celebrating European Lan-
guages Day again this year on Friday 26th Sep-
tember. This will be an off timetable day spent 
learning about a chosen country. This year the 
countries are as follows:  

Nur/Rec – Spain (red and yellow) 

Y1/Y2 – France (red, white and blue) 

Y3/4 – Germany (red, yellow and black) 

 

It will be a non-uniform day so please send 
your child to school in the colours of the coun-
try listed above. If your child has PE on that 
day then please ensure that the clothes that 
they wear are also suitable for taking part in 
PE based activities.  



 

Safeguarding News 



 

DIARY DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2025   

Monday 1st September INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Tuesday 2nd September INSET Day – School closed to pupils 

Wednesday 3rd September School reopens for pupils in Years 1-4 

Wed 3rd to Fri 5th September Staggered starts for pupils in Nursery and Reception 

Monday 8th September Autumn Topic WOW day for EYFS (Non-uniform – wearing blue and green) 

Monday 8th September History Topic WOW day for Year 1 (Children dress as their grandparent from when they were 

Friday 12th September School Photos, individual and sibling photos 

Please note: All children should be in school uniform and not PE kits on this day.  

Tuesday 23rd and Wednes- Bikeability 

Thursday 25th September MacMillan Coffee morning – timings to follow 

Friday 26th September European Day of Languages – non-uniform in country’s flag colours 

Nur/Rec – Spain 

Y1/Y2 – France 

OCTOBER 2025   

Friday 3rd October School Harvest – donations of non-perishable food items for the food bank 

Parents are invited into school at the following times: 

9:15 am in school for Reception and Year 1 

11:00 am in school – Nursery activities in the classroom 

2:30 pm at Church for Years 2, 3 and 4 

Friday 10th October World Mental Health – Children to come to school in sports clothes for a well-being off time-

Friday 10th October School Association Reading Café 9:15 – 9:45 – N/R, 9:45 – 10:15 – Y1/Y2, 10:15 – 10:45 – Y3/

Y4 

Parents and carers are invited into school to read with their children and meet members of 

our School Association 

Saturday 11th October 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Thursday 16th October School Discos - £5 for ticket, snap bands and refreshments 

Friday 17th October School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments 

Thursday 23rd October Y3 School trip 

Thursday 23rd October Last day of term 

Friday 24th October INSET – School closed to pupils 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st   Half Term Holiday 



NOVEMBER 2025   

Monday 3rd November School reopens for pupils 

Tuesday 4th November Parents’ Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm (Reception/Year 1, 2, 3 and 4) 

Wednesday 5th November Parents’ Evening – 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm (All year groups) 

  

Sunday 9th November Remembrance Sunday – church service at 9:30 am / Memorial Hall at 11:00 am 

  

Wednesday 12th November Stay and Play EYFS (N - 10:30 to 11:30, R – 2:00 to 3:00) 

Phonics Workshop for Reception parents 3:00pm to 3:25pm 

Tuesday 18th November Flu Vaccine 

Friday 14th November Children in Need –  £1 donation for charity 

Children invited to wear something spotty 

Friday 28th November Non-uniform day – donations of bottles or chocolate or sweets for the Christmas Fair 

DECEMBER 2025 

Tuesday 2nd December Maths Parent Workshop 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm 

This session is designed to give parents and carers an insight into how we teach maths at St. 

Paul’s First School. 

Friday 5th December Non-uniform day – donations of cakes for the Christmas Fair 

Friday 5th December All children to visit church to decorate the tree – parent helpers needed to walk to church 

9:15am for Nur/Y4, 10:15 for Rec/Y2 and 11:15 for Y1/3 

Tuesday 9th December 3:25 – 4:25pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 

£5 per child 

Wednesday 10th December Christmas Lunch in school 

Wear your Christmas Jumper 

Wednesday 10th December Kids club Christmas Party 3:30pm to 4:30pm 

Thursday 11th December 3:25 – 4:25pm: Christmas Craft Club for Nursery, Reception and Year 1 

£5 per child. Morning Nursery children are welcome to come back at 3:25 pm to join us. 

Thursday 11th December 9:30 am – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

2:00 pm – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

Friday 12th December 9:30 am – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

2:00 pm – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

Monday 15th December Nursery and Reception Christmas Singing and Activities in the hall at 9:15 am 

Monday 15th December Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing 

TBC EYFS trip 

Wednesday 17th December Y2/3/4 Party Day – children in Y2/3/4 to wear party clothes to school 

Thursday 18th December Nur/Rec/Y1 Party Day – children in Nur/Rec/Y1 to wear party clothes to school 

Sunday 14th December 

  

Nine Lessons Carol Service at Church 6pm 

Year 3 and Year 4 to sing 

Friday 19th December Last Day – Non-uniform - £1 donation for school fund 

School closes for Christmas 

  

Mon 22nd Dec to Friday 2nd  

Jan 

School closed – Christmas Holidays 

Monday 24th December Crib Service at Church – everyone welcome – 5:00 pm - Families welcome to attend 

JANUARY 2026 

Monday 5th  January INSET Day = school closed to pupils 

  


