
 

St Paul’s First School         28th November 2025 

SCHOOL NEWS 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” - Luke 10:27 

Dear God,                                            
                                                               
Thank you for Advent, a 
special time to wait and 
prepare for Jesus. Help 
us to be patient and 
hopeful, to share peace and joy, 
and to remember your love. May we 
get ready in our hearts to welcome 
Jesus this Christmas 

Amen. 

ST PAUL’S VISION AND VALUES 

Community   Aspire    Respect     

Endurance 

Which part of the vision do you think links to our values? 

At St Paul’s, our welcoming Christian community, ac-
cepts and enables all to flourish to achieve their God
-given potential. We develop independent and resili-
ent learners, who lovingly respect each other with 

care and kindness. All are invited to make a differ-
ence in the world in which they live following in the 

footsteps and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

The Christmas preparations are well underway here at St. Paul’s with each year group beginning 
their rehearsals for their upcoming productions.  It is a very busy tine of year with lots of excit-
ing events planned and the office have this year, provided families with a comprehensive timetable 
of events starting next week. These dates and times have been on our newsletter for a number of 
weeks, but we hope that the specific timetable will help families further.  

Today we have been focussing on Positive Noticing which is where we recognise the wonderful be-
haviours, efforts and qualities we see in our pupils every day. This means catching children doing 
something great – being kind, trying hard, helping others – and letting them know with encouraging 
words. This helps boost children’s confidence and helps build a happy, respectful school environ-
ment. The more we notice the good, the more we see it! Your child should come home with a special 
label celebrating something positive someone has noticed about them and we hope that this in turn 
sparks lovely conversations at home and helps children feel proud of who they are.  A letter detail-
ing this initiative more fully has been sent out along with this newsletter so please do have a read 
through and help us to further build on this at home.  

Next week marks the start of Advent and will also be our second RE week of this academic year. 
Each day during worship, the children will be looking at our online Advent Calendar which we have 
also emailed out to parents alongside this newsletter. Running alongside this and linking directly to 
our work on ‘Positive Noticing’ we will also have a Kindness Advent calendar for each day in school. 
This includes a range of ideas of ways to show kindness to both ourselves and others.  

The Key Questions and Philosophical Questions for our upcoming RE week are:  

Reception: Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas?  

Year 1- What are festivals and why do we have them? Why is it important for people to celebrate special 
times?  

Year 2—Why does Christmas matter to Christians? Would it make a real difference to anyone if we banned 
Christmas? 
Year 3—What are festivals of light? Why are festivals and celebrations so important to us as humans?  

Year 4—What is the trinity? Why is belief in God important to so many people? Is faith an important part 
of being human?  
As ever, we would welcome any ideas and opinions based around the philosophical questions linked 
to the key questions as these will also be revisited throughout the week.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Richards 



 

PUPIL AWARDS 

STAR OF THE WEEK 

Nursery— Lilly for always being ready to learn at carpet times. 

Reception – Louie for great singing in music sessions. 

Year 1 –  Oliver, for trying really hard and showing a positive attitude during PE.  

Year 2— Harper for an outstanding effort in our Christmas play rehearsals so far. 

Year 3 – Millie for always displaying the St Paul's values and showing kindness to others.  

Year 4 – Poppy for always being a helpful and hardworking member of the class.   

WRITER OF THE WEEK 

Reception— Hunter for great work spelling and writing cvc words in phonics. 

Year 1 – George, for trying really hard with his phonics and knowing his chatty friends.   

Year 2—Chester for excellent ideas when planning a problem narrative. 

Year 3 – Jackson for the use of excellent expanded noun phrases to describe the creature he met in 

"The Dump".   

Year 4 – Mya-Bella for the quality of her writing and using speech independently.  

MATHEMATICIAN OF THE WEEK 

Reception— William for great work calculating addition sentences. 

Year 1 – Arabella, for trying really hard when using subtraction to find a part.  

Year 2 – Oscar for persevering when subtracting with exchange—tricky maths and an amazing effort. 

Year 3 – Millie for always displaying the St Paul's values and showing kindness to others.  

Year 4 – Leo for using problem solving skills to answer reasoning problems.  

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

Nursery—89%   Reception — 67%  Year 1 – 87%    Year 2 - 92%    Year 3 - 88%   Year 4—86%  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new boys v girls competition is now running on TTRockstars for all chil-
dren in Years 2,3 and 4. Please encourage your child to logon and have a go 
over the course of the week to see how many points they can score to help 
their team win. The tournament ends at 6pm on Wednesday 3rd December.  

 



Extra-curricular Clubs 

Please see below for details about the clubs for the second half of the au-
tumn term. If you wish to book a place then please do so via ParentPay.  

 

EVENTS AND NOTICES 

 

Open Afternoon 

On Wednesday 26th 
November: 9:30am 

Thursday 8th January: 
4:00pm 

These events are 
aimed at families who 
are looking to choose a 
school or nursery for 
their child in Septem-
ber 2026. They will 
provide families with 
an opportunity to see 
our school in action as 
well as learn about all 
that we have to offer 
here at St. Paul’s. 

 

 

 

Decorating the tree 

On Friday 5th December , the chil-
dren will all be going to St. Paul’s 
Church to decorate the tree with 
decorations that they have made in 
school.  We would welcome help 
walking to church from parents who 
have children in Nursery, Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 due to adult/child 
ratios. If you are able to offer sup-
port with walking the children up to 
church then please join us at the 
pedestrian entrance at the following 
times: 

9:15am for Nur/Y4 
10:15 for Rec/Y2  
11:15 for Y1/3 
 

We kindly request that those par-
ents who are able to help do not 
bring younger siblings please since 
this would not allow us to include 
them in adult to child ratios on our 
risk assessment.  

 



 

School Association News 



 

School Association News 



 

School Association News 

Christmas Gift Sale 

We will be holding out annual Christmas Gift Sale again this year which will be an op-
portunity for pupils to buy gifts for their families. Gifts will be priced at……….  

Sale dates are: 

Monday 1st December—N, R and Year 1 

Monday 8th December Years 2,3 and 4 

 

 

Christmas Fayre 

On Friday 5th December, we will be hold-
ing our annual Christmas Fayre here at 
St. Paul’s First School. Everyone is wel-
come to join us for what promises to be a 
great start to the Christmas festivities 
for this year. For the first time ever, we 
will also be having a visit from some rein-
deer who will be accompanying another 
very special visitor! 

Cuddly toy donation 

We will be having a Teddy Bear Tombola 
again at the Christmas Fayre so if any 
families have any cuddly toys that they 
wish to donate then the School Associa-
tion would be very grateful. Any dona-
tions can be sent into school as soon as 
possible. Thank you in advance of your 
support.  

Uniform Swap Shop 

There will be a uniform swap shop staff 
at the Christmas Fayre which will give 
parents to opportunity to pick up some 
previously donated uniform for a dona-
tion. This is a great way to save money 
and to help us to promote sustainability 
across the community.  

Our School Association is eager to hear your thoughts and insights! We value your 
opinions and experiences so much, and that’s why we’ve created a short question-
naire to gather your feedback. It’s quick and simple to complete—just click on the link 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/7tB0giCqxC


 

Safeguarding News 



From 28th November to 5th December, we are participating in Black Friday and offering a 30% discount 

using code ADBF30, bringing our paid places to just £17.50 per day.  

 

 

 





 

DIARY DATES 

DECEMBER 2025 

Monday 1st December School Association Christmas Gift Safe for Nursery, Reception and Year 1 

Tuesday 2nd December Maths Parent Workshop 9:00am and repeated at 2:45pm 

This session is designed to give parents and carers an insight into how we teach maths at St. 

Paul’s First School. 

Thursday 4th December EYFS Nativity Farm on Wheels visit to school 

Friday 5th December Non-uniform day – donations of cakes for the Christmas Fair 

Friday 5th December All children to visit church to decorate the tree – parent helpers needed to walk to church 

9:15am for Nur/Y4, 10:15 for Rec/Y2 and 11:15 for Y1/3 

Friday 5th December Christmas Fair—3:30pm to 5pm 

Monday 8th December School Association Christmas Gift Safe for  Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 

Tuesday 9th December 9:00am Irocks concert—parents and carers of children who take park in Irocks are invited into 

school for their termly concert.  

Tuesday 9th December 3:25 – 4:25pm: Christmas Craft Club for Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 

£5 per child 

Wednesday 10th December Wear your Christmas Jumper 

Wednesday 10th December Kids club Christmas Party 3:30pm to 4:30pm 

Thursday 11th December 3:25 – 4:25pm: Christmas Craft Club for Nursery, Reception and Year 1 

£5 per child. Morning Nursery children are welcome to come back at 3:25 pm to join us. 

Thursday 11th December 9:30 am – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

2:00 pm – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

Friday 12th December 9:30 am – Y3/4 Christmas Carol Concert 

2:00 pm – Y1/2 Christmas Play 

Monday 15th December Nursery and Reception Nativity Morning  in the hall at 9:15 am (Parents and Carers are invited. 

Limited to two per family)  

Monday 15th December Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing 

Tuesday 16th December Polar Express Day 

Tuesday 16th December Christmas Lunch Day 

Wednesday 17th December Y2/3/4 Party Day – children in Y2/3/4 to wear party clothes to school 

Thursday 18th December Nur/Rec/Y1 Party Day – children in Nur/Rec/Y1 to wear party clothes to school 

Sunday 14th December 

  

Nine Lessons Carol Service at Church 6pm 

Year 3 and Year 4 to sing 

Friday 19th December Last Day – Non-uniform - £1 donation for school fund 

School closes for Christmas 

  

Mon 22nd Dec to Friday 2nd  

Jan 

School closed – Christmas Holidays 

Monday 24th December Crib Service at Church – everyone welcome – 5:00 pm - Families welcome to attend 



JANUARY 2026 

Monday 5th  January INSET Day = school closed to pupils 

  

Tuesday 6th January School reopens to pupils 

Tuesday 6th January Spring WOW Day – Let’s Imagine – dress as a storybook character. 

Tuesday 6th January Year 1 WOW day – let’s explore London (Children wear red, white and blue) 

Tuesday 13th January Young Voices 

Friday 30th January 9:00am - Year 4 Parents Information Session on the statutory Multiplication Tables Check – 

all parents of children in Year 4 are encouraged to attend so that they can find out all about 

this statutory assessment. 

    

FEBRUARY 2026 

Thursday 5th February School Discos - £5 for ticket, glow sticks and refreshments 

3:25 - 4:30 pm for Years 2, 3 and 4 

Friday 6th February School Discos - £5 for ticket, snap bands and refreshments 

3:25 – 4:30 pm for Nursery, Reception and Y1 

Friday 13th February Interim Reports to go home 

Friday 13th February School closes – last day of half term 

Mon 16th to Fri 20th Feb School closed- half term 

Monday 23rd February School reopens for all children 

Tuesday 24th February Parents’ Evening – 3:40 pm to 6:00 pm 

Thursday 26th February Parents’ Evening – 3:40 pm to 6:00 pm 

    

MARCH 2026 

Wednesday 4th March 9:00am Year 1 Parents Information Session on the statutory Phonics Screen Check – all par-

ents of children in Year 1 are encouraged to attend so that they can find out all about this 

statutory assessment. 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day – Dress up as your favourite Roald Dahl character 

  

Wednesday 11th March Stay and Play EYFS Nursery only - 10:30 to 11:30 

  

Friday 13th March Mother’s Day Services in school - 9:15 am for Rec/Y1 

10:15 am for Y2/3/4 

11:15 am for Nur in the classroom 

Monday 16th March Homework passports to be brought into school for showcasing 

Monday 23rd March to 

Wednesday 25th March 

Y4 Residential 

Thursday 26th March Easter Services - 9:15 am in school for Rec/Y1 

11:00 am – Nursery Easter activities in class 

2:30 pm at church for Y2/3/4 

Friday 27th March End of term 

Monday 30th March to Friday 

10th April 

School closed – Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April School reopens to all pupils 


