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Personal Statement

Jo Sawyer

Chair of the
LAC
Co-opted

Having grown-up in Coven and attended St Pauls myself, | am
passionate about making a difference to the education and
wellbeing of our children and the wider community. | moved
back to the village 3 years ago and have two small children, one
of whom attends St Pauls.

| have a varied career within the NHS over the last 20 years and
hope to bring my expertise within research, governance, and
mental health to support the Local Academy Committee and
inspire the school too. Currently | work within an acute hospital
trust as a senior leader, Head of Research & Innovation.
Becoming a governor and the chair of governors, is a privilege
and | hope by sharing my expertise to provide both support and
challenge to enable the school to continue to thrive. Through
this role | also hope to inspire other to get involved and support
the development of all children within our community.

Clive Haddock

Viced-Chair
Co-opted

| have recently been appointed as a Co-opted Governor at St.
Pauls school. | have lived within the local area all my life and
Coven for the last 10 years. | have two children; my daughter is
currently attending St. Pauls and a son who hopefully starts in
the next upcoming academic year. | have a career in Technology
within the Finance sector leading a large team of technology
professionals but also have the experience of being a Special
constable for Staffordshire police, as well undertaking
commercial airline pilot training. | am a big believer in giving
children the best start in their lives and education is a large part
of that. | often think about how | can put my experience back
into the community. In becoming a governor, | hope to fully
support the local school and the community whilst also
developing my own knowledge and experience.

Claire
Richards

Headteacher

| have been a governor at St Paul’s since 2018 and a member of
staff since 2015. Prior to this, | served as a governor at my
previous school and at another school within our Trust, giving
me a wealth of experience of Local Advisory Committees (LACs).

As Headteacher, | am able to share the school’s perspective with
fellow governors, drawing on my professional experience and
knowledge. It is my duty to ensure that all governors are fully
informed about life at St Paul’s and are able to provide effective
strategic support, so that we continue to offer the very best all-
round education for all our pupils.

Charlotte
Woodgate

Assistant
Headteacher

My name is Miss Woodgate and | am the Assistant Head Teacher
and Year 3 teacher at St Paul’s. | have been working at St Paul’s
since January 2024. Prior to this, | taught in two other schools
across Staffordshire and the West Midlands. | am currently the




Staff
Governor

English Lead across school as well as the Science and Wellbeing
Lead. Promoting awareness of the mental health and well-being
of both staff and students is something | am extremely
passionate about. This led me to becoming a Mental Health First
Aider in 2019. In my role as a staff governor, | am in an excellent
position to feedback progress and future goals to governors in
these areas.

Outside of school, | enjoy running and spending time with my
mischievous Black Labrador, Daisy. | am also a big reader and an
even bigger Taylor Swift fan (much to the dislike of many in my
class!).

Janet Beason

Foundation

| am a Practice Manager at a local GP surgery and have worked
within the NHS for over 30 years. | became involved with St
Paul's School when my son attended and all my grandchildren
have also attended over the years, as they all live in Coven. | am
a member of the Parochial Church Council and Treasurer at St
Paul's Church and also a Foundation Governor at St Paul's
School.

Helen
Staddon

Parent

| am a Parent Governor at St Paul’s First School, having joined
the governing body because my son attends the school and |
wanted to play an active role in supporting the school
community and helping to shape its future direction. As a
governor, | work closely with school leaders and fellow
governors to provide constructive challenge and support,
ensuring decisions are made in the best interests of the children.
| am proud to be a Link Governor for History and Science, where
| take a particular interest in how these subjects are taught and
developed across the school. | am also an IT professional and am
keen to support the school in this area where possible, helping
to ensure technology is used effectively to enhance teaching,
learning and school operations. | am passionate about
contributing my time, skills and experience to help ensure all
pupils receive a positive, engaging and high-quality education.

Carol
Holloway

Co-opted

| have recently been appointed as a co-opted governor of Saint
Paul’s First School and | have, since January 2023, helped
support the pupils in Years 3 and 4, 2 days per week with their
reading as a volunteer.

| am relatively new to the area having moved here in 2021 to be
nearer my family. | have a granddaughter who attends Saint
Paul’s. Since January | have got to know many of the children at
the school and | look forward each week to attending their
classes to support them with their literacy.

Having worked in the education sector for almost 30 years, |
have always believed that it is a child’s right to receive a first
class education and for them to feel safe in a learning
environment with staff that encourage and motivate them to be
the very best that they can be.




| have a keen interest in gardening and wildlife and look forward
to building strong links with the local and wider Community.

Louisa Co-opted

Griffiths

Father Paul Parish Priest Fr Paul Farthing has been Vicar of Saint Paul's Church since
Farthing January 2025 and serves as one of the two LAC members

nominated by the parish. He has previously served on governing
bodies of both church and state schools in Greater London and
in Burton upon Trent, and is link member for religious studies
and languages. In addition to visiting the school he regularly
welcomes year groups and whole school events into Saint Paul's
church.

Vacancy

Foundation




