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This document outlines the key knowledge that should be taught for each unit. For all RE units, teachers plan and deliver lessons based on three areas of learning: 
EXPLORE (Text, beliefs and context) / RELATE (How do the actions of the believer relate to the beliefs?) / APPLY (How can I apply the belief to what I see of my life and the world around me?) 
Key Question 
Outcomes 
Knowledge 
Vocabulary 
	Year Group / Term 
	Autumn 1 
	Autumn 2 
	Spring 1 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 1 
	Summer 2 

	Reception 
	Why is the word God so important to Christians? 

Knowledge
- I know Christians believe God created everything in the world 
- I know that Christians believe God is a special name 
- I can help to look after God’s world and I know why it is important to do so 

Vocabulary 
- Bible
- Church 
- creator 
- Harvest 
- Lord’s Prayer 
- 10 Commandments 



	Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas? 
Knowledge

- I know that Christians celebrate Jesus’ birthday on Christmas day 
- I know what happens in churches over the Christmas time 
- I know that Christians believe Jesus is God who was sent to earth 

Vocabulary 

- Jesus 
- Christmas 
- carols 
- Nativity play 
	Why are some stories special?

Knowledge

- I know that the Bible is a special book for Christians 
- I know that Jesus told special stories called parables.
- I can talk about a story that is special to me. 




Vocabulary 
- Jesus 
- Bible 
- Parables 
- Muslim 
- Qur’an 

	Why do Christians put a cross in the Easter Garden? 

Knowledge

- I know what happened on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday 
- I can say sorry if I do something wrong 
- I can learn to forgive others 
- I know that Christians believe God forgives, if you say sorry 

Vocabulary 
- Jesus 
- cross 
- Palm Sunday 
- Easter Sunday 
- forgive 
	What happens in our church?

Knowledge
- I know that the Church is a Christian place of worship.
 - I know that all Churches are different 
- I can talk about some things that can be found inside Churches 
- I know our Church is special 
- I know what special things happen inside Churches  

Vocabulary 
- Church 
- Christian 
- worship 
- respect 
- prayer 
- community 
- celebration 
	What makes every person special and important? 


Knowledge
- I know that everyone is special in their way 
- I know to be kind to all people 
- I know that Jesus is a very special person to Christians 
- I can talk about the special people in my life 
- I know what makes me special 
- I know Jesus had special friends 

Vocabulary 

- special 
- important 
- kind 
- friendship
- disciples 
- Jesus 


	Year 1 
	What do Christians believe God is like?
Outcomes: 
- Identify what a parable is.
- Tell the story of the Lost Son from the Bible, simply
- Recognise a link with
the concept of God as a forgiving Father.
- Give clear, simple accounts
of what the story means to Christians.
- Give at least two examples of
a way in which Christians show
their belief in God as loving
and forgiving
- Give an example of how Christians put their beliefs into
practice in worship; by saying
sorry to God, for example.
- Think, talk and ask questions
about whether they can learn anything from the story
for themselves, exploring
different ideas

Knowledge:
- Christians believe in God, and
that they find out about God in
the Bible.
- Christians believe God is loving,
kind, fair and forgiving, and also
Lord and King.
- Some stories show these
Christian beliefs.
- Christians worship God and try to
live in ways that please him.

Vocabulary:

- belief 
- parable 
- fair 
- forgive 
- worship 


	What are festivals and why do we have them? *Diocese unit 

Outcomes:
- To learn what celebrations and festivals are.  People celebrate for many reasons but most festivals are connected with stories.
- Diwali, Purim and Advent are festivals of different faiths, but all are joyful remembrance of stories from the sacred texts.
- How Diwali, Purim and Advent are celebrated by believers. 
- The Hindu story linked with Diwali is the Ramayana.
- Purim is celebrated by Jews and remembers the story of Esther.
- Advent is a Christian period of preparation for Jesus’ coming.
- Diwali is shared by Hindus & Sikhs.

Knowledge: 
- Know that important religious stories are often connected to festivals, which are a way of remembering.  
- Be able to link the stories behind the festivals studied with some of the celebrations.

Vocabulary:

- Festival                  
- Celebration
- Diwali                               - Ramayana
- Rama                     
- Sita
- Purim                               - Haman
- Diva                        
- Advent                             - Wreath
	What do Jews believe?  *Diocese unit 

Knowledge: 
- The Torah is the Jewish holy book and contains rules to live by, teaching and guidance
- The Torah is in the form of a scroll and is written in Hebrew.
- The Torah can also be found in the opening of the Bible
- Shabbat is an important part of Jewish family life and help Jewish to feel closer to God
- Shabbat lasts from sunset on Friday to sunset on Saturday, and there are symbols that mark its beginning and its end
- Shabbat is a time of rest and recalls how God rested on the seventh day after creation
- Identify some things that Jews learn from the Torah
- Identify key symbols of the Shabbat meal and suggest what they mean 
- Suggest what makes Shabbat a day of rest, or how it might help Jewish families to feel closer to God 



Vocabulary:

- Torah                   
- respect   
- Mitzvot                  - commandments
- Shalom
- Challah                 
- Havdalah              
- Kippah 
- Creation               
- synagogue
	Why does Easter matter to Christians? (core learning) 
Outcomes:
- Recognise that Incarnation
and Salvation are part of a ‘big
story’ of the Bible.
- Tell stories of Holy Week and Easter from the Bible and recognise a link with
the idea of Salvation (Jesus
rescuing people).
- Recognise that Jesus gives
instructions about how to behave.
- Give at least three examples
of how Christians show their beliefs about Jesus’ death and resurrection in church worship
at Easter.
- Think, talk and ask questions
about whether the story of Easter has anything to say
to them about sadness, hope or heaven, exploring
different ideas.


Knowledge: 
- Easter is very important in the
‘big story’ of the Bible.
- Christians believe Jesus rose
again, giving people hope of a
new life.



Vocabulary:

- incarnation 
- salvation 
- crucifixion
- resurrection 
- Easter 
	How do Christians talk to God? *Diocese unit 

Outcomes:
For Christians:
- Prayer is a way of connecting with God at any time and in any place
- Prayer is about listening to God as well as talking to him
- That Christians pray in different ways and for different reasons e.g. to say thank you, sorry or please 
- The Bible has prayers and songs of worship that Christians often use 
- The Bible contains a special prayer that Jesus taught his disciples called the ‘Lord’s Prayer’


Knowledge: 
- Explain why prayer might make a difference to a Christian’s life.
- Compare their thoughts and feelings about worship with others, giving possible reasons for the differences 




Vocabulary:

- Wonder                         - Reflect
- Lord’s Prayer                - Grace 
- Celebrate                      - Meditate
- Praise                
- Repent
	How can I make a difference in the world? *Diocese unit 

Knowledge: 
- To look at and respond to our world and learn about caring for our world 
- To identify and respond to values about caring, expressed through faith stories
-We are part of a wider global community
- That their class is a community made up of different individuals
- To consider who cares for them, and how they respond to that care
- That they can give and care for others, and how they may do this
- Describe other communities, and how people in religious communities show care
- Identify a situation, local or worldwide, in which they have a role in making a difference, and relate to Jesus’ teaching.


Vocabulary:

- Neighbour
- Generosity         
- charity 
 - Christian Aid 
- Love                    


	Year 2 
	Who made the world? 

Outcomes:
- Retell the story of creation from Genesis 1:1–2.3 simply.
- Recognise that ‘Creation’ is
the beginning of the ‘big story’ of the Bible.
-  Say what the story tells Christians about God, Creation
and the world.
- Give at least one example of what Christians do to say
thank you to God for the Creation.
- Think, talk and ask
questions about living in an amazing world.

Knowledge: 
- God created the universe.
- The Earth and everything in it are
important to God.
- God has a unique relationship
with human beings as their Creator and Sustainer.
- Humans should care for the world
because it belongs to God.



Vocabulary:

- creation 
- creator 
- human 
- forgive 
- worship 
- steward 
	Why does Christmas matter to Christians?

Outcomes:
-  Give a clear, simple account of
the story of Jesus’ birth and why Jesus is important for
Christians.
- Recognise that stories
of Jesus’ life come from
the Gospels.
- Give examples of ways in which Christians use the story of the
nativity to guide their beliefs and actions at Christmas.
- Decide what they personally
have to be thankful for at Christmas time.

Knowledge: 
- Christians believe that Jesus is
God and that he was born as a
baby in Bethlehem.
- The Bible points out that his birth
showed that he was extraordinary
(for example, he is worshipped
as a king, in Matthew) and that he came to bring good news (for
example, to the poor, in Luke).
- Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth; Advent for Christians is a time of getting ready for Jesus’ coming.

Vocabulary:

- Advent 
- Joseph
- Mary 
- Christmas
- incarnation 
	What do Muslims believe? *Diocese unit 


Knowledge: 
- That Muslims believe in one God, Allah.
- Muslims are people who follow the faith called Islam.
- Allah is the Arabic name for God the Creator
- Allah has ninety-nine beautiful names that reflect aspects of his character
- Muhammad (pbuh) is a prophet and the last messenger of Allah in Islam
- The Qur’an is the special book for Muslims and is written in Arabic.  It contains the holy words of Allah to Muhammad

Vocabulary:

- Allah
- Muhammad (pbuh*)
- Beautiful names
- Qur’an
- Muslims 
- Islam
- Arabic

	Why does Easter matter to Christians? (digging deeper) 

Outcomes:
- Recognise that God, Incarnation, Gospel and
Salvation are part of the ‘big story’ of the Bible.
- Tell stories of Holy Week and
Easter and make a link with the idea of Salvation (Jesus rescuing people).
- Give at least three examples
of how Christians show their beliefs about Jesus as saviour in church worship.
- Think, talk and ask questions
about whether the text has something to say to them (for example, about whether
forgiveness is important),
exploring different ideas.

Knowledge: 
- Easter is very important in the
‘big story’ of the Bible. Jesus
showed that he was willing to forgive all people, even for putting him on the cross.
- Christians believe Jesus builds a bridge between God and humans.
- Christians believe Jesus rose
again, giving people hope of a
new life.

Vocabulary:

- incarnation 
- salvation 
- crucifixion
- resurrection 
- Easter

	What is the good news that Jesus brings? 

Outcomes:
- Tell stories from the Bible and recognise a link with a concept
of ‘Gospel’ or good news.
- Give clear, simple accounts of what Bible texts (such as
the story of Matthew the tax collector) mean to Christians.
- Recognise that Jesus gives instructions to people about
how to behave.
- Give at least two examples of
ways in which Christians follow
the teachings studied about forgiveness and peace, and
bringing good news to the friendless.
- Give at least two examples
of how Christians put these beliefs into practice in the
Church community and their own lives (for example: charity,
confession).
- Think, talk and ask questions about whether Jesus’ ‘good
news’ is only good news for Christians, or if there are things for anyone to learn,
exploring different ideas.

Knowledge: 
- Christians believe Jesus brings good news for all people.
- For Christians, this good news includes being loved by God, and being forgiven for bad things.
- Christians believe Jesus is a friend to the poor and friendless.
- Christians believe Jesus’ teachings make people think hard
about how to live and show them
the right way.

Vocabulary:

- gospel 
- belief
- peace 
- forgive 
- friendship
- confession 

	What is faith and what difference does it make? *Diocese unit 

Knowledge: 
- People of faith in the Bible, especially the Old Testament, who are not explored in other units.       - People of faith in history and more recently, who can help pupils understand how faith makes a difference.         -People of faith in the local community – a chance to share with visitors, eg from local churches, and explore why their faith makes a difference to them.
- An exploration of how individuals have talked about their faith and so spread it.  Where schools have international partnerships something of the worldwide dimensions of faith could also be explored.

Vocabulary:

- faith 
- community 
- belief 
- together 

	Year 3 
	What is the trinity? (core learning)

Outcomes:
- Identify the difference between a ‘Gospel’, which
tells the story of the life and teaching of Jesus, and a letter.
- Offer suggestions about what texts about baptism and Trinity might mean.
- Give examples of what these texts mean to some Christians today.
- Describe how Christians show
their beliefs about God the Trinity in worship (in baptism
and prayer, for example) and in
the way they live.
- Make links between some Bible texts studied and the idea of God in Christianity, expressing clearly some ideas of their
own about what the God of Christianity is like.

Knowledge: 
- Christians believe God is Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
- Christians believe The Father creates; he sends the Son who
saves his people; the Son sends the Holy Spirit to his followers.
- Christians find that
understanding God is
challenging; people spend their whole lives learning more and more about God.
- Christians really want to try to
understand God better and so try
to describe God using symbols, similes and metaphors, in song,
story, poems and art.
- Christians worship God as Trinity.
It is a huge idea to grasp and Christians have created art to
help to express this belief.
- Christians believe the Holy Spirit is God’s power at work in the world and in their lives today,
enabling them to follow Jesus.

Vocabulary:

- trinity 
- baptism 
- immersal 
- gospel 
	What are festivals of light? *Diocese unit 

Knowledge: 
- To deepen understand of festivals as celebrations of religious stories.
- To explore how light and dark are symbols of good and evil in many faiths.
- To link Jesus as the light of the world, and His command that His followers also shine as lights. 
- To understand All Saints celebrates  goodness, hope and light, and its eve is associated with the forces of darkness.
- To explore the symbolism of  the Christingle.
- To deepen understanding of Advent and Diwali.
- To explore the story and celebration of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah.
- Explain the symbolism of light as representing goodness, and darkness evil, across several religions and give an example of a festival that celebrates this, linking it to the religious story behind it where possible.

Vocabulary:
Celebration           Hanukkah
Menorah                Hannukah
Christingle             
Advent                  annunciation
Diwali                    
Rangoli pattern
Symbol                  Lakshmi
	What can we learn from a synagogue? *Diocese unit 

Outcomes:
- Pupils should be able to describe how attending synagogue makes a difference to Jews and 
discuss the different artefacts found in the synagogue explaining their symbolism or relevance to worship. 
- They may also identify the impact of words from the Torah on Jewish peoples’ lives  and comment on connections between a synagogue and a church or between Jewish and Christian beliefs.




Knowledge: 
- The synagogue is a place for worship, learning and community for Jews.
- The meaning and features of artefacts and symbols found in a synagogue 
- The Torah’s teachings form the core beliefs of Judaism and include the Shema.
- The Torah’s significance is reflected in its treatment in the synagogue. 
- Synagogue is central for community life, including festivals such as Pesach.
- Jesus was a Jew and was celebrating Pesach at his last supper.

Vocabulary:

- Menorah               
- Torah
- yad
- mezuzah                - Tenakh
- tallit
- Ark                          
- bimah
- Ner Tamid  (everlasting light) 
- Bet HaTefillah
- Bet HaMidrash
- Bet HaKnesset

	Why do Christians call the day Jesus died, ‘Good Friday’?

Outcomes:
- Order Creation and Fall, Incarnation, Gospel and Salvation within a timeline of the Bible’s ‘big story’.
- Offer suggestions for what the texts about the entry into Jerusalem, and the death
and resurrection of Jesus might mean.
- Give examples of what the texts studied mean to some Christians.
- Make simple links between the Gospel texts and how Christians
mark the Easter events in their church communities.
- Describe how Christians show their beliefs about Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday
in worship.
- Make links between some of the stories and teachings in the Bible and life in the world today, expressing some ideas of their
own clearly.
Knowledge: 
- Christians see Holy Week as the
culmination of Jesus’ earthly life, leading to his death and
resurrection.
- The various events of Holy Week, such as the Last Supper, were important in showing the disciples what Jesus came to earth to do.
- Christians today trust that Jesus really did rise from the dead, and
so is still alive today.
- Christians remember and celebrate Jesus’ last week, death
and resurrection.

Vocabulary:

- Holy Week
- resurrection
- disciples 
- celebration 

	When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost? 
Outcomes:
- Make clear links between the story of the Day of Pentecost
and Christian belief about the Kingdom of God on Earth.
- Offer suggestions about what the description of Pentecost in Acts 2 might mean.
- Give examples of what Pentecost means to some Christians now.
- Make simple links between the description of the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom of God, and how Christians live their whole lives and, in their church,
communities.
- Make links between ideas about the Kingdom of God explored in the Bible and what people
believe about following God in the world today, expressing
some of their own ideas.

Knowledge: 
- Christians believe that Jesus inaugurated the ‘Kingdom of
God’ — i.e. Jesus’ whole life was a
demonstration of his belief that God is King, not just in heaven but
here and now (‘Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven’).
- Christians believe Jesus is still alive,
and rules in their hearts and lives by
the Holy Spirit, if they let him. 
- Christians believe that after Jesus
returned to be with God the Father,
he sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to help the Church to make Jesus’ invisible Kingdom visible by living lives that reflect the love of God.
- Christians celebrate Pentecost as
the beginning of the Church.

Vocabulary:

- Pentecost
- Holy Spirit 
- guide 
- comforter 
- Kingdom of God 
	Is life like a journey? (freedom) *Diocese unit 
Knowledge: 
- Steps on the individual life journey – rites of passage – birth, adulthood, marriage and death.
- Special journeys in religious narrative.  Journeys in the Bible and within other faith stories.
- Pilgrimage and examples of its place within various faiths, especially Islam but also Christianity and Judaism.
- The personal journey.  Highs, lows and helps.


Vocabulary:

- journey 
- pilgrimage 
- passage 

	Year 4
	What do Christians learn from the Creation Story? 

Outcomes:
- Place the concepts of God and Creation on a timeline of the
Bible’s ‘Big Story’.
- Make clear links between Genesis 1 and what Christians
believe about God and Creation.
- Describe what Christians do
because they believe God is Creator. (For example, follow
God, wonder at how amazing God’s creation is; care for the earth in some specific ways.)
- Ask questions and suggest
answers about what might be important in the creation story
for Christians living today, and for people who are not
Christians.

Knowledge: 
- God the Creator cares for the creation, including human beings.
- As human beings are part of God’s good creation, they do best
when they listen to God.
- The Bible shows that God wants to help people to be close to him — he keeps his relationship with
them, gives them guidelines on
good ways to live (such as the Ten
Commandments).
- Christians believe God made our wonderful world and so we should look after it. 

Vocabulary:

- creator 
- worship 
- The Fall 
- sustain 
- responsibility 
	What is the trinity? (digging deeper) 

Outcomes:

- Identify John 1 as part of a ‘Gospel’, noting some differences between John and
the other Gospels.
- Offer suggestions for what texts about God might mean.
- Give examples of what the texts studied mean to some Christians.
- Describe how Christians show
their beliefs about God the Trinity in the way they live.
- Make links between some of the texts and teachings about
God in the Bible and what people believe about God in the world today, expressing
some ideas of their own clearly.

Knowledge: 

-Christians believe God is Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
- Christians believe the Father creates; he sends the Son who
saves his people; the Son sends the Holy Spirit to his followers.
- Jesus, the Son of God, is seen by Christians as revealing what God
the Father is like.
- Understanding God is challenging; people spend their
whole lives learning more and
more about God.
- Christians believe the Holy Spirit is God’s power at work in the world and in their lives today,
enabling them to follow Jesus.


Vocabulary:

- trinity 
- baptism 
- immersal 
- gospel

	What can we learn from a mosque? *Diocese unit 


Outcomes:
- Muslims believe there is no God but Allah and that he is without equal.  
- Allah is One (Tawhid)
- the Qur’an is Allah’s final revelation to humanity, and was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in Arabic
- The mosque is a place of worship and learning and is led by an Imam
- Salat (prayer) is offered five times a day at set times.
- In prayer, Muslims submit to the will of Allah.
- The key features, artefacts & symbols found in a mosque all have explicit meaning.


Knowledge: 

- Explain how salat is important to Muslims as it helps them submit to the will of Allah.  Explain how the features of the Mosque aid salat.
- Pupils may be able to compare salat and the mosque to prayer and places of worship within Christianity or another faith.

Vocabulary:

- adhan                            - Arabic                     - calligraphy
- mihrab                          - submission 
- ka’bah                           - wudu
- Jumm’ah                       - iman
- Tawhid                          - minaret 
- ka’bah                           - salah or salat
                        

	How do Christians remember Jesus’ last supper?  *Diocese unit 


Knowledge: 
- that communion is linked to the Seder Passover meal
- the story of the Last Supper and what Jesus said to the disciples
- that the symbols of communion are a way of remembering Jesus and the new agreement of love and forgiveness
- to reflect on the meaning of some actions and words involved for Christians.
- that by sharing communion as a group Christians are showing unity
- to allow for personal response to the service
- Make links between the events of the Last Supper and the symbols and beliefs expressed in Christian worship 
- Explain how the ’new commandment’ makes a difference to the lives of individuals and communities. 
- Describe how taking communion is an act of remembrance and an opportunity to reflect on God’s love and Jesus’ sacrifice

Vocabulary:
sharing                 remembering
mandate              forgiveness
sacrifice
chalice                  
atonement           
prayer
unity	                 
love 
Passover
communion          sacrament
Last Supper        
Eucharist            
	What kind of world did Jesus want? 

Outcomes:
- Identify this as part of a ‘Gospel’, which tells the story of the life and teaching of Jesus.
- Make clear links between the
calling of the first disciples and
how Christians today try to follow Jesus and be ‘fishers of
people’.
- Offer suggestions about what Jesus’ actions towards
the leper might mean for a Christian.
- Make simple links between Bible texts and the concept of
‘Gospel’ (good news).
- Give examples of how
Christians try to show love to all, including how members of the clergy follow Jesus’
teaching.
- Make links between the Bible stories studied and the
importance of love, and life in the world today, expressing some ideas of their own clearly.

Knowledge: 
- Christians believe Jesus challenges everyone about how
to live — he sets the example for
loving God and your neighbour, putting others first.
- Jesus shows love and forgiveness to unlikely people.
- Christians try to be like Jesus — they want to know him better
and better.
- Christians try to put his teachings and examples into practice in lots of ways, from church worship to
social justice.

Vocabulary:

- Gospel 
- disciple 
- leprosy
- Leper 
- fasting 

	What is it like to follow God? *Diocese unit 


Outcomes:
- Make clear links between the
story of Noah and the idea of covenant.
- Make simple links between promises in the story of Noah
and promises that Christians make at a wedding ceremony.
- Make links between the story
of Noah and how we live in school and the wider world.

Knowledge: 
-The Old Testament tells the story
of a particular group of people,
the children of Israel known as the People of God — and their
relationship with God.
- The People of God try to live in
the way God wants, following his
commands and worshipping him.
- They believe he promises to stay
with them and Bible stories show how God keeps his promises.

Vocabulary:

- covenant 
- command 
- promise 
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